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INTRODUCTION. 



SECT. I. 

THE last resort a man has recourse to> in the con- 
duct of himself, is his understanding ; for though 
we distinguish the faculties of the mind, and give 
the stipreme command to the will, as to an agent; 
yet the truth is, the man, which is the agent, deter- 
mines himsdf to this or that yoluntary action, upon 
some precedent knowledge, or appearance of koow'- 
ledge, m the tmderstanding. No man ever set^ him- 
adf about any thing, but. upon some view or other» 
whidh -serves him for a reason for what he does : and 
whatsoever faculties he employs, the understanding 
with sudi light as it has, well or ill informed, con- 
stantly leads ; and by that light, true or .falsCi. aU 

B 
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hh operative powers are directed. The aviH itself, 
how absolute and uncontrouUUe soever it may be 
thouglity never fails in its obedience to the dictates 
of the understandiag. Temples have their sacred 
images, and we see what influence they have always 
had over a great part of mankind. But in truth, 
the ideas and imaged ia mens' minds are the invisi* 
ble powvrs that constantly govern them, and to these 
, they all universaUy pay a ready submission. It is 
therefore of the highest concernment, that great c&re 
should be taken of the understanding, to conduct it 
right in the* search of knowledge, and in the judg- 
ments it niakes. 

The logic, now in use, has so long possessed the 
chair, as the orhly art taught in the schools -for the 
direction of the mind, in the study of the arts and 
sciences, that it would perhaps be thought an affec- 
tation of novelty to suspect,- that rules, that have 
served the learned world these two or three thousand 
years, and which without any complaint of defects 
the learned have rested in, are no^ sufficient to guide 
the understanding. And I should not doubt bat this 
attempt would be censured as vanity or presumption, 
did not the great Lord Vefulam's authority justify 
it ; who, not servilely thinking learning could not 
be advanced, beyond whftt It was, because for many 
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ages' it had not beea, did not rest in the lazy appro* 
hation and applause of what was, because it was ; 
hfut enlarged hit mind to what might be* In hit pre« 
fiace to his Novum Organum concerning logic^ he 
pronounces thus, ^/ summas dialectics partes tri'- 
iueruntt atfue Inde fdissima scientih prssiJia ernnpa^- 
rari putarunU verissime et oftime videruni iniclkctum 
bumanum tiii p^rmissum merits ^suspectum esse dibtre^ 
Ferum uifirmhr omnim est maU medicina ; nee ipsa 
maU expers. Siquidem eBaUctica^ put recepta est, li^ 
eetadermUa et arfeSf jtue in sermme et ^niene post" 
tsemntf rectissimt adtibeatur ; naturs tameti stibiili-' 
tafem hngo inttrvalto non attfngttt et prensando ju(4 
non capita aderrore$ potim stuAHienths ei ftasi Jigendm^ 
fuam ad inam veritati aperkndam vatmt^ 

Thej^ says he, vAo attributed so much to kgic, per* 
teivedverywdt and truly^ tbat it wop mt safe to trust 
itie understanding to itself^ witbout the guard tfany 
rules. But tAe remedjf reacted not tie evil. But became 
a part of it : for the logiCf wbicb took place^ though it 
might do vjell emugh in civil affairs^ and the arts, 
wbicb consisted in talk and opinion, yet comes very far 
obort of subtilty in the real petformanccs ^ nature; 
andf eatcbing at ivbat it cannot reacb, has .served to 
fmftrm andestablish errors, rather than to open a way 
$0 ttutb. . And therefore a IjttTe after ^e saysf, thai 
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if is absolutely necessary that a better and perfecter use 
dtid employment of the mind and understanding should 
he thtroduced. ^ Necessario requiritur Ut melior ef per^ 
fectfor'inentis et intetleVtus humarii usus et addperatio 
inthducatur. .- 

'*. / ' ' SEOt, 2. 

..THERE h, it i« ywiWe^ great Variety •in- i9e»»^ 
Viriecfttmd»9§p9 ^ndibffir natural constitutiiOiM put 
^' wi4» '<^ 4tffef e^toe l;K(wecii seme nien in this re* 
specty that art aii4 iadu^liy would ney«r be able to. 
mafter i and their vel^^ aitlurea seeni to want afonn«t 
d^tioQ to raise o» k that which other men ea«&y at* 
^iii u(ito*r— * A^OQgilt meti of .equal educatioft tbe^ 
i^ great iieie^[Ualky of parts* And Ih^ wood^ of jtm^ 
tic0g as weU as. the schools of 4^bem^ produce niei» 
of several abilities in the-^aifte kind. .^Though thit 
h^ sO| yet I imagine most men con^e. very shfMt of 
wh^t they might attain unto, in th^ir several degreei^ 
by a neglect of their understandings* A few rfaXm 
of logic are thought 8u£Rcient, in this case^ for tbot% 
who pretend to tiie highest improvemetft ; whereat 
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I tbink there 2ite a great many natoraLJe&cts ia tbp 
understanding, capable of amendment,. which. ar^ 
overlooked and wholly neglected. And it id easy to 
perceive that men are guilty of a great many faulti 
in the exercise and improvement of thia faculty of 
the mind, which hinder.them, ia their progress, and 
keep them in ignorance and error aU their lives. 
Some of them 1 shall take notice of, and endeavour 
to point out proper xemedies for, in the following 
discourse. , , 

SECT.. 5.- 

Reasonmg^ 

BESIDES the wapt of determined ideas, and of 
sagacity, and exercise in finding out> and hying in 
0rder intermediate ideas, there are three miscarriages 
that men are guilty of ia reference to their reason, 
whereby this faculty is hindered- in them from that 
service it might do,, and was designed for. And he 
that reflects upon the actions anddiscourses of man- 
kind,, will find their defects in this kind very fre- 
quent and very observable. 

I. The first is of those who seldom reason at all, 
^ui do and think according. to.lhe example of others, 
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triiethct parenti, neiglibbars, ministers, or whfe 
else they are pletSLsei to ifiakc choice of to have ati 
Implicit faith in, for the saving of themselves thi 
paind and trouble of thinking and examining for 
thefflsdreg, - - • " 

' *!2. Tho's^fcond ir of those who put passion in th« 
plate of i*eason,ind being resolved that shall goverh 
their actibrisf and arguments, neithef use thetr own, 
ior hearken to other pfeoplcs* reason^ any further 
than it suits their humour, interest, or party ; atflft 
^ these, one may observe, commonly content them* 
selves with words, which have no distinct ideas to 
them, though, in other matters, that they come 
with an unbiassed indifferency to, they want not 
abilities to talk and hear reason, where they have 
ho secret inclination that hinders them from being 
tractable to it. ' 

"3.' The third sort is of those wiio readrly and 
iincerely follow reason, but for want of having that 
wliich one may call large, sound, round about senseri 
have not axfuU view of all that relates to the questi- 
on, and may be of moment to decide it. We are all 
short-sighfed, and very* ofter see but one sfde Of ^ 
matter ; our views are not extended to all that hai 
^ connection with it. From this defect I think no 
man is free. We see but in part, arid we kflow b\tt 
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Ih parti aftd therefore it is no wonder we conda^ 
hot right from oar partial views. This might m* 
itrMt the proudest esteemer of his own parts^ how 
IraeM it is to talk and consult with others, even 
such as come short of him in capacity, quickness 
imd penetration ; for since ho one sees all, and we 
generally hdvediflerent prospects of the sahie things 
according to our differeift, as I may say, positions 
to it, it ii not ineof^ruous to think, nor beneath 
any man to try, whether another may not have no<« 
tions of thingft which hare escaped him, and which 
his reason would make nse of, if they came into his 
diind. The &colty of reasoning seldeoi or neiret 
deceives - those whio trust to it ; its consequences 
from what it builds on are evident and certain ; but 
that which it Ofitenest, if not only, misleads us in, 
is, that the principles from which we conclude, the 
grounds upon which we bottom out reasoning, are 
but a part ; something is left out, which should go 
into the reckoning to make it just and exact« Hero 
We may imagine a vast and almost infinite advantage 
that angels and separate spirits may have over us ; 
who, in their several degrees of elevation above ns^ 
may be endowed witli more comprehenaive faculties,^ 
and some of them perh ips have perfect and exactr 
views of all finite beings that come under their coti^ 
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•ideration, caft, as it were, in the In^inkliog <^ aiT 
eye, collect together all their scattered and almofi 
lK>undiess relations. A mind so furnished, what 
reason has* it to> acquiesce ift the certainty of it$ 
conclusions ! 

In this we may see the reason why tome men of 
study and thought, that reason right, and are lovers 
of truth, do makeno great advances in their discor 
reries of it. Error and tnith are uncertainly blend«- 
ed in their minds; their decisions ar^ lame and 
defective, an^ they are very often mistaken ia their 
judgments : the reasoi^ whereof is, they converse; 
but with one sort of men, they read but one sort oC. 
books, Aej will tk&t come in hearing but of one 
•ort of notions ; the truth is, they canton out to 
themselves a little Goshen in the intellectual worlds 
where light shines, and, as they conelude,. day 
blesses them ; but t£e rest of that vast exp^sum 
tiiey give up to night and darkness^ and sq afvoid 
coming near' it. They Jbave a pretty traffick witb 
known eprrcspondents in some, little creek, w.ithii> 
that they confine themselves, and are dexterous ma* 
sagers- enough of th^' wares a*nd products of that 
corner with which they content themselves,, but will 
not venture out into the great ocean of knowledge^ - 
ta survey the riches that nature halh stored, other 
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parts with, no less genuine, no less solid, no lest 
useful/ tlian.what has fallen to thdr lot in theadf4 
mired pfcnty aiidsufficieacy of tbeir ovrn Iktle spot; 
Irhich to them ctatatns whatsoever is good in the 
universe. Tbose^ who live thnt mewetf up wttfa 
their own contracted territories, and will not look 
iKeyond the boundaiiies, that chance, conceit, or la^ 
ciness ba^ set to their enquiries, hut lire separate 
from the notions, dfscourses and attainments of the . 
test of mankind, may not amiss be represented kff 
tfaeinhabitaats of the Mtuian islands; who, being 
separatedr by ^ large tracf"^ sea^ fsom aU coni« 
mimion with the habitaUe parts of the earth, thought 
tii^mielnFesrtheOQly peo^e of the world. And thoti^ 
the stndtoesfli of the convemckioes of life ^mpngtk 
them had never neached s^ far as to the use of fire^ 
till the Spaniards, net many years since, in thdt 
toyages from Acapulco to Manilla brought it »• 
mongttthem; yet, in the want and ignorance of 
llmoat all things, they liioked upon themsrivta^ 
even after that the Spaniards Jiad .brought am<yngst 
them the notice of variety «f jiatifrns abounding its 
sciences, irfs and conveniences-of 'life,.o£wHich thep 
knew nothing, th^y Iboked upon ti^nisdve», I say^ 
as the happiest and wisett people of tbeunivfetsei 
But for all that, no^ body, I think,' ^ilt imagiaoi 
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Ihetn deep nuturalists, or solid mcUphysictaas ; ner 
body wiU deem the qdickest-sigbted aaiongst them 
to lunre rety enlarged view* ia etbie$ or politioft f 
nor can any one allpw the most capable amongst 
them to be adirance^ so far in his onderstaodingy aa 
to have any other knowledge, bot of the few little 
things of his and the neighbouring islands witbiit 
his commerce ; but fai* enough from that compne* 
hensire enlargement of mind^ which adonis a soul 
derotdd lo truth, assisted with tetters, and a free 
consideration of the several views and se^itiments o£ 
thinking men of all sides* Let not men therefore 
that would have a sight of what every one pretenda 
to be desirous to have a sight of, truth in. its fiilt 
escfent, narrow and blind tiietr own prospect. Let 
not men think there is no truth but m the scicncea 
tttat they study,, or the books that they read* To 
prejudge other mens' notions before we have looked 
into them^ is not to shew their darkness, but to put 
out oor own eyes. Try all dnngSf bold fast thai 
iMdk is gpodf ia a divine rule, coming from the &- 
ther of light and truth ; and it is hard to know what 
•ther way men can come at truth, to by hold of it, 
if they do not dig and search ibr it as for gold and 
hid treasure* But he that does so must hare much 
earth and xubl^i«b, before be gets the pure oietaLi 
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sand, and pebUes» and dross, usoally lie blended 

with it» but Ae gold Is neTeitbeiess gold, and wiU 

enrich the man 4bat ^employs his pains to seek and 

^epsirate it. Neither is there any danger he should 

be 'deceived by the mixtui:!?. Every man carries a- 

'bout him a touch-stone, if he will' make use of it^ 

to distinguish substantial gold from superficial glit- 

terings, truth from appearances. And indeed the 

use and benefit of this touch-stone, which is natural 

rreason, is spoiled and lost only by assumed preju* 

^ices, overweening presumption, and narrowing 

our minds. The want of exercising it; in the full 

extent of things intelligible, is that which weakens 

and extinguishes this noble faculty in us. Trace it 

and see whether it be not so. The day labourer in 

a country viUage has commonly but a smalt pittance 

of knowledge, because his ideas and notions hav« 

been confined to the narrow bounds of a poor.con* 

versation and empl^iyment : the low mechanic of a 

eountry iovrh does somewhat out-do him ; porters 

and cobTers of great cities surpass them. A cofintry 

'gentleman, who leaving latin and learning in the 

-university, resioves thence to his mausion bouse, 

'and associates with neighbours of the same strain; 

who relish ilothing buthunting and a bottle ; with 

'those atone he spends his4ime, wi& those alone ht 
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coiiveniet, and can away witb nocoitipafty, JuAipi;^ 
<li8cott¥8e goes faeyMid what claret and dMolnteHese 
in«pireft« Such a patriot, fbimed in this- haf^ppway 
*of improvement^ cannot £d]^ as we see, to g^ve Ebo-> 
t&bie decisions upon the ben6h at quarter sessiont^ 
. and eminent proofs of his skill in politics, when the 
strength of his pursp and piuty hare ^Vanoed him 
to a more conspicuous station. To 8\ich a one,tniI]r 
an ordinary coffee-house gleaner of the city is ant 
errani ^tesman, and as much superior too, as a 
man, conversant about Whitehall and the court, is 
to ah oitHnary shop-keeper. To carry. this a little 
farther. Here is one muffled up in the ^eal and infal«- 
Hbility of his own sect, and will not toudb a iiook, 
or enterinto debate with a person that will questioti 
any of those things which to him are sacred. Ano^ 
ther surreys 0ur diff«-ences ' in religion, widi an 
equitable and fair indifference, and so finds prolmbly 
that none of them are in eve^^ thing une)eee{rtU»». 
btei These divisions . and sjrstcms Wf«e made by 
men; and carry the tnaiic of fallible tinthem ; miid 
in those whom be differs fmrn, and till he^opened 
his eyes, had a generstl. prejudice aganst^ he nteets 
with more to be said for a great many things, than 
before he was aware of, or could have/imagined. 
Whiohctf' these two noiMr.is most Hkdy to judge 
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g^mow tritguiiisiiMtrDyeniftt« afi^ to fce mMt 
timrd irhii tnfht li» nark aU iwtakl Ho aim. 
at? iUI *#«» JBCB that I hate JQiiuiccd b^ tiuw 
W«V«ily fivmdM viA tmih, and aiwMod ia 
I^JMwldie^, I aapfiflie of oipial natural parts ; «> 
4ie94^bf«w«»€*tiMn liiMi been the 4tfbipqtaei^ 
jthat tes elvsen tolheir understandingB to range iot 
^jbhegalberiASiV4>f m&naatkMi, tttd fiimUihig 
IjMf iM^i with ide99« MtiMM and ohaennrtidlii^ 
wfaievcofi4p ^mjilojr Ifceir «iiiM«» awl Ibrm ^hur w^ 
AMnrtandHigtj 

It wMl 9P9#iUy he obM^d^ Who ta iiiSdait fi« 
«tt tha0? I aoauFCTt moie than )SNi he itt;«;iiieiL 
Svieiy one KlKMRr^ sFhat hit fn>per hnsineai kt ani 
wJvit ao^oiPding to the character he nufceaof hhna^r 
thewerU may jmtiy eifeimtnfhioii andtoanaver 
that, he wiU iindhe will hape thne and oppostunity 
#p]0i9gh 4a furnish himaeii; if he wiH noCdeprm 
fciina^lf hy f^ nsNT9m>9ifi of tpifliti of thne helfa thnt 
afi^athand. I dn net my to he a good geographer^ 
^at 91 nnin.^ioiitd wit eirery monntatn, aiirer, pra# 
mentory iMld«Mek» iqpon4he &ce of the.earth» rie# 
ih e h i i Minpi^ nnd atorfgy tiie hnd ewery ndieae/aa 
ifrhonfifiegpMgtonakeapttnMiaie^ ftnt^one* 
Jf nMMrt allatir tknthe diatt Imoar a oMOtty hot^ 
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ter<liiaf makes often saliito ^ntoit;;^ iandtraveraeir it 
11^ and idowBy than he ^thatlike'andiUhorsd goes 
BtiU roohd in thC'same tratk/ or'kee]is^itbi& tUfr 
ttaitow boundsi of «a fietd 6t^ twh tftat tldligh4» hhn«' 
He that will ehquii^a^t tkeHbest bobks hv evet^ 
science, and'mform himself of the most material an-* 
thorrof the several sects ofiphil6sophy and religion, 
wilKnot fiind it an infinite w(m4l to acquaint himself 
liirith the sentiments of ijfnankiiid concerning the most 
v^m^ty asid ccrnipreHemivfe* subjects. Let him' ex* 
ercise the freedom of his reason and understanding 
int iftidk i ;iatitQ<fevag' thisr, ^ and' his mind will be 
itrengthane^y his capacity inl&rged, his faculties 
i]»f>r0T6d ; and the l^htj which the remote and 
fidattsered parts of <ruth will give to one* another, 
will 80 assist his judgment, that he will setdbfn be 
widely out, or miss giving proof of a Sear head, 
and a comprehensive knowledge. At least thiS> is 
thfe only way 1 know of to' give the understanding 
its due impTOvemefiit'/ to the full extent of itd capaci- 
tyv^and to- distinguish the twb most diitbi«nt things 
Iknow^in >th^ ^vorld, a logical chicaner fi^m a mail 
of reason. Only he that would thus gite die ftiiiid 
4trfl%ht;and send abroad h^enqiiiries into ail pa^ 
aft^r tmth, must be ante to^sbtA^nr his iifeadjdetdiVi 
mined ideas of all that he employs his thoughts 
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sbositf and -n/evfoc Ai\ to judge himid^ and jodge 
yUninappfdly of alLthat he receive* from othen»- et« 
4ber^ in their wfitlngs or diacounes, j Rercreoce at 
qpKejudice must not* be suffered to giv« beuity or de^ 
-foriuity to any of their opinions* 

. SECT- -.4..* • -. ..•.;. f 

Of Practice and Huirits. 

W£ are bom with &ciiidc8 and powers capaUeab^ 
'inof t^f aity thing, lucbat leasCiMiMiooidd cany ua &r* 
.^ef'tbw.c^ii be easily imagined: Imtitisbidy the 
^cjsexcise of those poMiers whidi giret ua ^ability and 
^akill in any thing, and leads us towards ferfeciion«> 
f A middle aged p|ougfa*man*wiU scarce kiver hk 
broil^t to the carriageaad lai^uage of a igentl^nianl^ 
ithougb. his. body he .m .weilrpioportiailed^aBdcida 
; joints^s vxpple^ and. his nataml parts iiotany ii^ 
.ioies?Kffs The legs of a dancing * matea, abi t^ 
ifingers <if a musician fall as itwem nathmllyv. wkbi* 
4>ut dionght. or peine, ilnto itagnlab and: adn^hahie 
rmotiona. Bid them, chmge. their part*, and' .they 
wiU in vam^end8avaur ito produceJHie mdtlons .in 
.ihe memjbers nat naed ,ta«them, and 'it wiUi rcRpttre 
, iength of ^tb^e and hingipiaetiqe to attai^rbat Mfiie 
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4d^rMoiF«like ability/ Wtetimoliblvwa: 
iftihing lirtiBM d» we fi»d nip#^it€gi»aMa i 
farkqp thwk bodief ta! Nfitbnt iktttmaHxy iiri** 
iMiil '^nHiod arte »re ai woiidnful ; but I mm 
those which the wojU UktM qotice of finr iuch^ li#* 
. catue on that very account, they give money to see 
them* All these admired motions, beyond the reach 
a&d almost conception of unpractised spectators, are 
nothing hut UiA iMi^ cffiecti of n^ tfrid indintry in 
sneut whose bodies have nofliing peculiar in them 
SmkAmt of A< mmwei lookem oc»« 

Amikuiiik tiie h>%, ftoitktbe mfaid; prflt^Qe 
cMkdrit wlntit ii,^ and mm cfM of ihiMMeiff. 
Inckl^ iMkkfa art kokdt m mmMBni'^atowmam, 
witt beiaupd^ wh^'cxamtbed into m^tt ttaffcNrly, 
10 be the pvodlictof raeicise, and to Ui» ndsod to 
Am yitoh oiUy by RfBsrtod ,acd(m«» V Sbme flM^ 
ittwrke^ ior pioannttfcii in laiHorf ; tfttMl ^ 
op o logmli aad «f polios, divulrtitag sluri^ i;i|i U 
^Itefe iBkesi: fcsrithie eieClof pv^ hSLtm^ Md 
thai the jntiMT^beoKite it boot «^ a&d 

fbOHif whaeacd ia a&et cfif Adm, novip' fRtfttoMly 
ael tlMBselvw to the atody of if ii an arttif be 
leiuiit. Botyoiitiatme^tbalaftifAtfoflieltsdLyb^ 
wbsdi took inth some body» awl pimA kirn com* 
enooiiniQe^ him td irf fig^r bidiMA 
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.his thoughts and e9deay<mr» tliat-ivayi .tH) at bit he 
inseoeibly got a facility 4n k» wttbbiiC :{)erdHyiQg 
:how, and that ib attributed wMlly to oatiu^,. ivhilrh' 
was -much more the ^fkctt^i oae and practice^ I do not 
deny that natural di^tpoiitioii may often give the first 
, riflie to it ;il>ut tj^at never earries a ^osan far without 
use and exerc^^ and^lt if jM^ctice atone tl^at brings 
the powers of the mind aswieU ^s tUose of th^'body to 
their perfection^ 1)/Iany.^ gOipdipMoetic vein i> buried 
. under a trade, ^iidncrver} produces siny thing .for 
.want of improi^/^mpnt. ; /%? see. the. ways ^f 
discourse and reasoning are very .differej^t^t: nfuv^p 
conceriung ;the js^e*^ nja^be^f^ at court .,*id,.ftl'the 
umrverslly • And ha th^t^ wi^ gQ\ fi:<w W^$tinin»t«^ 
Hall,. to the Excbiingc^ H^iil find |i difie^^jl^fi g^ius 
,and turn i^i l|>eir w^s of talMit^r an^. jy^et Qife 
caQiK>t. think that all» who^e^lot $t)i : Ms^ t\i9 citjyb 
wf re^bom witb.difier^t p»¥t3 froQi tibose iuho^.w«i|s 
,bred at the. uiuver^ity (^^iiouig ^,cbui;t« ^.l. 'i>.. '^ ,< 
To what. purpose all this, biit tojfcew.tiaitithe 
^arence» so (bscryable/ in mens* wderstandings 
and parts, does not arise so much jbom^tlicirnatuf 
ral Acuities as acquired habits. He would be laughed 
at that should go about^ to make a fine dancer out of 
a country hedger, at past fifty. And he will not 
have much better success who shall endeavour at • 
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An igi$ io mak& a mm xetam wtlU «r ipetk tiand* 
Mdidy, who lias never been uidtto it, thoti^)^ 
thotdd by befefe hioi a ««»U«ofioft ^f nft lh« bwt 
pfe«ept»irftogicd»onlM7« No liody ii tttiul^ aiiy 
titrisig^ 1^ heaa^tfttdh^f 0t hying ^Mv^ iA Ms 
m&ttiCffy; pmt:6te iikM Mtk Hit hritit df ildii^i 
«r)tb6iif MflMin^ oil Ike ruk^ and yotr inaty a9 ii^i 
l^dfie la ttmke a good paintifr or musidati! txt^mpott 
by « lecttiie atd iMtroeCian in the «Hfr of masic M 
fiaiittingi ds « odMMiil think^ri w strict reasfonaf, 
by 4i«t of ml^t shewing him therein right reii- 
I6t&ng €i>nsist9« 

Tiiitf beiilg so> ttnl dfefecifsf and weakiienr it 
«MS* ttn<kr^lfiikii«g«^ «i Kr^U a« ^ther frctiMetf, 
#biMi frMn wmt ef a right <ise o^ their own mintbt 
I dift^«pli to thhik the fiMdt hr generally ini^klvf^ 
mtMffi mi Hkte is often si 4)ont]^aint q{ wahi s( 
fmsi tv'hM llle ftiilt Uee in #«ntitf a dn^ knpi^^t^ 
ment ai theol WW see inen fmftieMy. ^iMtM 
aMsiiarpdboogbiiinisUngabargdtt; wheifyott 
xtasM With Aeinobout matim ^ leligion, a^iesr 
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SECT. 5, 

Ideas. 

1 Vflhh not here, in what relates te the rig|vt 
eoiidttel and ki^ovement 0i tbs tiflderttanfiig, 
repeat agam the getting clear aad ileterminedl idea*, 
aii4 the employiag eiur thopii^t» rather abevit theili, 
4taft ahcntt.toiHida put for Aem^ tkoft of fettling the 
MgQifictitiMi of words Whieh we use wi& ourselves 
in thejKarch of truth, or with others In discourshfg 
^nt ttr Thoie hiaderaaces of our understaadtngs 
in the pucaiat of knowledge, I have sviHmntiy 
<^i^iiged upto in amrfher^lMe; so that Iwftbkig 
>K)ie needb h«i« to bo said ^ those tiottSfSb 

suet. €. 

PrmcipUs^ 

THERE is astfther firttlt^ that itojp9 or nriiSeads 
Mtt kf their fcMwledgg, which I have alsb spoken 
'tfni^thing of, hiil yet is aiecesfary to aieiitiom here 
^^^, that W« irfay eiiaifiiM if fe th^ bottmi^ and! 
ilee tbfe toot it spri^ fmii, aaid tbit k a tttstom 
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of taking np with principlei that are not tetf-^ 
evident, and very often not so much as tme«- It is n6t 
unusual to see men rest their opiniqus upon fouii<9 
dations that have no^ more certainty and solidityi^ 
than the propositions built on tbem and embraced 
fer their sake. < Such ' fouB4atiods ai^ ^tbeac and the: 
^ke, viz. The fikmiters or leadersof wy p^rty are 
^ood men, and -therefore their ten^ts^ ait true ; iri9 
the opinion of a sect that is errbiie^iis, therefor^ k. 
is false: it hath been long re^iired in the wortdt 
therefore it is true? or ft is new,' 4UEid therefore 
false. ^' • 

These, and many the tike, which are by no 
means the meaisures of tmtli and felsehood, the 
generality of men' make ihe standards, by whick 
they accustom- their understanding to . judge* An^l. 
thus, they falling into a habit of determining of 
truth and falsehood -by such wrong measures, it is 
no wonder they should embrace error for certainty^,, 
and be very positive in tkiags they have no ground 
for. 

There is not ally who pretend ''i0, fflje Ijpast 
reason, <but, when any of these his fake maxims 
are bcought to the teat, must acknowledge them to 
be fallible, and such as he will, not allow in those 
that differ frqm him ; sup4 yei after he is. c^nwced 
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iflbii^ ywi^diallitehiaEigBOttinflHrofrcf tfccm, 
autike very nmt aocafiaii that oflm^ argue again 
«^tf Ae ittM ffmuofii. Wonkl one net b» muif 
15 tUfaftkr ^t nea ara wiili^g Id na^a «paft 
IteMi^H^ alMl «liiliildtkeir^4Mma«daritaiidiiig»» 
#ft# ^oMuttl Ami 1^ Mth i^voiig tteatumt, avM 
altey tikiy aee ihey etiAiM be mKei os^ But yet 
diejrurtA m^ ^ff€it» loUameaMe tt may be thought 
M ^ riglH ; Jbr 1 thfaik there aie a great aitey 
^BMtitfm Am ki eartieit, aaij do it not to impoie 
^ ftemtel^ei o# olhen. They aie pnmmioA of 
wittf ^ wfi ttK think them i» weighl in il» 
flioegh hi like eaae diey hate bofeii costiilcai 
4hm i« fiOMj hut ibea irovM be latohmMe to 
fhaAiMlveo and eoiiltrnpHble to others, if they 
ihoald enbnMO opioioiit withotft any greoridt oftd 
hcM what they eould give no aftatoer of reatito for. 
Tnie Of JhlM^ iolid or iandyr the mind msM have 
tone frandation to teit iliel^ tpoiii tnd at I kavf 
maarfcad in anotkerplteo, in no sooney entartaini 
any proposition, but it preiently haittni to aanrt 
iTFi^ietif to bottom itos? till then ititoaquiet 
ead oUettML 9Mi tmch do oar owi^ very lempert 
^poleottoor^lht IMeof oai# andentanditi^gs, if 
we woold Mioar^ M i^ ahould^ the iaeii Aationa of 
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. Id some nmtters of conceromeBt, especially -thdiM^ 
of religion, men are not permitted; to be always 
iwravering and. uncertain , thtsy must embrace amd. 
|>rofe88 some tenets or other; and Jtwojoid bem 
,»hame» nay a contradiction too heavy for any oae'p 
mind to lie constantly under; far^bim to pretend 
seriously to be. persuaded of: Uie truth .pf any rdigi*» 
on, and yet not to be able to give any reason of hi^ 
belief y or to say anything for bis preference of this 
to any other opinion; and tbeiieforei they muat 
jnake use of ^ome pidnciplefr or other^-apd those caA 
be no other than auch asjtbey hav^ and cap man^e ^ 
iand to say they are not in eacnest persiiatted by 
.thenii and do n4t re8tupon.those:tbey. mal^e mQjo£ 
is Contrary td experience, and toalledge that.tbfsy 
m^ i)0t niiale^J, when .we c^naptain tiiey are* : : 
. If: this be so, it will.be u^ged, why tbenr.d0 thf^ 
skqt . Qitber m^Jce ;Us^ of aure and un^tf^sttoiiAbJe 
fM-itfcipkis,.. ratjier thaa<ii;st' on ^ auch gnovuidei&^M 
Qiay decj^ye.th^pi, and^wiUasiit ia. vi»ible« iMurve 
to ^pport error as well.af truth ? /. • / 
• To this .1 answer, , tl^o . reasons why i they, do not 
^lake use of - better and ^u(er pri]|!cipjes, rs bec^ae 
they cannot: but this inability p(t9Cffds^rnot.ifro]ii 
want of nutu^ arts (fpr ^hos^few whp^Q, case th»t' 
is are to be excused), but for want of u^« aii4tipii9c^ 
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rise. F'cw men are from their yooth accustoined 
to strict reasoning, and to trace the dependance 6£ 
any trttfh in a long train of consequences . to it$ 
remote prineiplesi and to observe its connectioa^ 
imd he that by frequent practice has not been nsed 
fo thi« employment tyf his understanding, it is no 
Snore wonder that he should not, when he is grown 
itito years, be abfe to bring his mind to it, thai^ 
that he should niot be on a sadden able to grave or 
design, dance oti' the ropes, or write a good hand» 
li^ha ha» never practised either of them. ' ^ 
^' Kay^' thfe most of men are so whollj^ strangers U^ 
tbisf, tbattfasy^donot so much 'as perceive their 
want of it ; they dispatch the ordinary business of 
their callings by ratcj as we say, as they have 
kamt'it; atid'if at: any time tbey mist succe^s^ 
tb«]^ impnr^i it to' any thing rattier than want of 
ilik^bght'or skill, that they -condude (because they 
know nd better)' >tbey have in perfection.; or if 
Hiere be any subject that interest or fancy has re^^ 
commended to their thougbtsy their reasoning about 
S#»i$ atill after their own fitshion, be it better o^ 
wooie^^itaerves ^tlmr turns, and it the beat they 
tu^ licquaifl^ted with ; . and therefore yrhfn t))ey ar# 
Idd by itilitormiatalci98,. ^fid tfa^i^ biMinesi 4U<?cee<]f 
'aicfoiidiiigltr,,tiiey:impi4te it to any cross,.. a(x:id^pt» 
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•f uadefstivading { tiiat b^ wbatiie body d^coveiit 
i»r compiaios of in hiauelf. W|Mits<9Q|iser la^e hi$ 
busineM to mistanry^ it waft nqt wwt «f cigiit 
thooglit or lufigment iii hrmaelf s he «ec(i so suc^ 
defeot in himself, but Is latisfitd that lie carrier on 
lus designs wall enough by his omn raifoiiingt m 
at least shoiiM have dane, had it not be^i iene vm^ 
lucky traverses not in his power» Thus beiiig 
eontent with this short and t^ imperfect use ol 
his understandkigt he nevter tmublei Wowetf ^ 
seek out methods of impronng his mndt a(Ml lin^es 
all his life without any notion of >cIose rcMOtuil^ 
in a continued connection ofn long ttaip of jxmse^ 
^uences from sure foundationer sueh aa is foquisHf 
lor the making out, and clearing m«lst >of the afe* 
cttUtive truths moit men own to believe and act 
most concerned in* Not io ahention htne what 1 
sliali have occaiion to insist on hy-and«-by mose 
fully » wa. that in many cases it is Aot ioile aeries of 
consequences will serve t)|e lorn, but maay di&r^ 
ent and oppdiAte deductions must be dEamined aisi 
hid together, befeM a man (Ban tone io mdLC « 
fi^t jttdgneftt (^ the point in ^liestion^ WlMrt 
then can be expectod firom men <faat ndilief a^o the 
want of any such kind of vcaioni^g as 4i|s i stor If 
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they do, know they how to set about it, or coulci 
perform it ? You may as well set a country-man^ 
who scarce knows the figures, and neyer cast up a 
sum of three particulars, to st^te a mefthant's long 
accbmpt, and fiirf tke true balance of it* . 
' What theft should be ddhe in the case ? I answer^ 
we sbbuld always remember what I have said abore, 
tki«t the Acuities of our souls are improyed and 
made ^^ful to us, just after the same manner as 
jovlt bodies are. Would you have'a man write or 
painty da^eoiP fence WelV of perform aiiy otJier 
jftaHual opet^tioo' dexterously and with eise, let 
him' hare ever so ihuch Vigour and aetivky, supple^^ 
ness and "address natufally, yet no body expeclSf 
d»8 frerm kim, unless he has been used to it, antjf 
lias 'etnpfojred timi3 and pains in * fa^hionifig and 
forming his hand or outwatd parts to these motions. 
■Just so it is in the mind ; would you have a rnaii 
leafion well, you must use him to it betimes, exer* 
rise his mind in observing the connection of ideas, 
and following them in train. Nothing does this 
better than mathematics, which therefore I think 
siuMiid ' be taught all those who have the time and 
opportunity^ not somuoh to make them mathema- 
^cian, as to make them reasonable creatures ; for 
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though we all call ourselves »o, because we «fe 
born to it if we please, yet we may truly say naluie 
gives ua but the seeds of it ; we are bora te be, if 
we please, ratioual creatures, but it is us^aud-ea^** 
ercise only that maizes us soi and we are . indeed so 
no farther than industry and appiicatioa had cacied 
us* And therefore in ways of reasoning whidn Bie* 
have not been used to» ht .that wttl observe tiie 
conclusions they take up, must be satisfied -^bof 
are not jail rational* 

Thia fhfts been the leM taken notice. ctf, because 
everyone in bis private affairs uaeir some isoctof 
teasoning or other, enough to denominn^' Uni 
leasonable. But the mistake is, that he that ia 
found reasonable in one thing U condnded ta be ao 
in all, and to thjpk or say lotfaerwise, is thought so 
unjust an afiront, and so senseless a censure, that 
no body ventures to do it. It looks like the degra^ 
datian of a man below the dignity of his nature, . It 
is true, that he who reasons well iti iaoy one thing, 
has a mind naturally capable of reasoning well its 
others, and to th0 same degree of straaogth aiui 
eleamesBy and po|&tbly much greater, bad Eia «a* 
derstand'mg been so employed. But it is as tme, 
Ih^t he who cannot reason well to-day aiiou^one 
sort of matters, cannot at all reason to-day about 
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others^ ibough periiaps a year bente he may* Bat 
wbcrcver a noa's catiooal fecnity fails him, and 
'Will mt wrve him to reason, there we cannot say 
be ia ratioaal, how capable soever he BMy be by 
tiae and exercise to become so* 

Tfy in men of low and mean edneation, who 
Inrre never elevated their thoughts above the spade 
and the pbagb, nor looked beyond the ordinary 
diogdn^ of a day^labooror. Take the tfaoi^hto dl 
•wch an one, ased for many years to one traek, out 
of that nanrpw compass he haa been att his Ufe con« 
fined ta> you wiH find him no moi^ capable of 
twasoDiog than almost a perfect natnral* Some one 
or two odes on yfrlMk their conchssioos immediatdy 
(depend, you will ffaid in most men have governed 
all their thoughtl ; tiiese, true or lUse, have bees 
tile maxims they have been guided by t Take these 
firdna them^ and they are perfectly at a loss ; thcaa 
compass and pole-star then are gone^ and their 
wnderstanding is perfectly at a nonplus, and there- 
fore they rither immediately return to their oU 
maxims again, as the foundations of all truth to 
them, notwithstanding all that can be said t6 shew 
Aeir weakness ; or if they give them up to their 
reason, Aey with them give up all truth and further 
enquiry^ and think there is no sudi thing as cer*- 
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tainty. For if you would enlai^e their tkoa^«^ 
and settle them upon more remote and surer priaci- 
plea, they either cannot easily apprehend them, oq> 
if they can, .kno^w not what use to make of them ; 
for long deductions jfrom remote principles^ ia what 
they have not been used to, and cannot tmmage* 

What, then, can grown men never be improved 
or enlarged in their understandings ? I say not sa; 
but this I think I may say, -that it will not be done 
without industry and application, which will re- 
quire, more time and pains than grown men, settled 
jn their course of lifq,* :wiU aUoW it, and therefore 
very ^eldon^ h doWc . And this, very capacity of 
Gaining it by Use ^nd exercise only, brings, m 
back to that which I l^id down before, that it is 
only practice that improves our minds as weH as 
our bodies, and we must expect nothing from our 
understandings a^y farther then they ar^ perfected 
by habits. 

The Americans are not all bom with. worse 
understandings than the Europeans, though we seS 
noDC of thenpk have such 'reaches, in the atts and 
sciences* And. among the childen of a pQor coun^ 
try man, the li|cky chance of education and getting 
into the world, gives one infinitely. the supe^riority 
in parts over the re$t, who cpntrni^ing. ^t lioio^t. 



,y Google 



- S5 

had cmitimicij alsl^ just of th^saine Hzt wi& his 

He thdt hath to ^o witli young scholars^ etperi^ 
7A\y in mathematics, may perceive how their midda 
^ptn by degrees, and how it is exercise aloiie that 
opef» them. Sometimes they will stick a loi^ time 
at a part.of a demonstmtioiiy ikot for w»it of wiB or 
application^ but really for want of perceiTing the 
eohnection of two ideas ; that, to one whose under* 
standing is more exeftised, is as vinble as any 
thing can be* The same would be with a grown 
man beginning to study matfaexnatics ; the under* 
landing for want of use, often sticks in a very 
plailk way, ana he himself that is so puzzled, when 
he comes to see the connection, wonders what it 
^a ke stuck at in a ca^ so plain* 

SECT. 7* 
Matkemaiks. 

1 HAVE mentioned mathcmattc» as a way to 
#c^t^ In the min^an habit of reasoning closely and 
in tram ; n6t that I think it necessary that all men 
ittMM be deep irtathcrtiatictans, but that having got 
ftk way o^ieasonifag, whith that study necessarily 
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brings the mind t^, they might :be aUe to.ttans&r 
it to other parts of knowledge as they shall have 
occasion. For in all sorts of reasoning* every 
single argument shotdd be managed as a mathemar 
ticfil demonstration y the connection apd dependanoe 
of ideas should be followed till the mind is brought 
to the source on which it bottoms, and observes tb^ 
coherence all along ; though, in proofs of probable 
lity, one such train is not enough to settle the 
judgment as in demonstrative knowledge. 

Where a truth is made out by one demonstration > 
there needs no farther enquiry ; but in all prpbabi-> 
lities, where there wants demonstration, to establish 
the truth beyond doubt, there it is not enough to 
trace one argument to its source, and observe its 
strength and weakness^ but all tlie. arguments,:after 
having been so examined on both sides/ must be 
laid in balance one against another, and upon the 
whole the understanding determine its assent. 

This is a way of reasoning the understanding 
should be accustomed to, which is so different- from 
what the illiterate are used ta, that ev^'Jefu-i^ 
men often^times seem to have little or no notiefi^^ 
it. . Nor is it to be wondered, smce the way <»f .^iihr 
puting in the schools leads them quite away ^rom 
itf by insisting on one tofucal argument, by the 
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. ^occestf of wiiich the truth or fal8ehoo4 of the .ques* 
tion ia to be detemu&ed, and victory adjndged to 
the . opponent w defendant ; whidi is all one as if 
h« should balance an^ account by one sum chai|;ed 
and discharged, when there are an hundred others 
to be taken into consideiation.. 

This, therefore,, it would be well if mens' minda 
were accustomed to^ and that early, that they might 
not erect their opinions upon one single view, when 
so many other are requisite to<make up the account^ 
pxySi mi|8t come into the reckoning before a man can 
form a ri^t judgment* This would enlarge their 
miods, and give a due freedom to their understands 
ings, that they .might not be led into error by pre* 
suniption, laziness, or precipitancy ; for I think 
no body can approve such a Conduct of the under- 
standing, as should mislead it from truth-, though it 
be never so much invfashidn to make use of it* *' 

To this- perhaps it wiil be objected, that.to ma« 
nage the understanding as I propose would require 
every man. to be a scholar, and to be furnished with 
all flie materials of knowledge, and exercised in all 
the ^ays of* reasonings To which I answer, that 
it is. a shame for tho»s that have time and the means 
to attain knowledge, to want any helpa-or assistance 
for the imprbyement of thei|[ understandings that 
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•fe to he goty and to (racb I wosid be thought hew 
chiefly to speak. Tboae, mcthinksy who by the 
indnstry and parte of their anoeeton bare been set 
froe ^firom a constaut drodgery to their backt and 
their beUicSy ihoald bestow sonic of their ipore tiiM 
on their beads, and open their mfaids by «ofne triab 
and' essays in all the sortt and mattera of leasoning, 
I hsBLje before mentioned tiiatbematies, wherein alge- 
bra gives new helps and vkws to the undenrtaning* 
If I propose these^ it is not as I aaid^ to make eirery 
man a thorough mathematidan, or deep algebraic $ 
but yet I think the study of them is of infinite use 
even/to grown imcn; first, by exp^mentally coo-* 
vUicing tbem» that to make any one reason weU» it 
18 not enoogh to have parts wherewith be is aattofi^ 
ed, and that serve him weit enough in bis onUnary 
course, A man in these studies will see, that 
however good h& may think his understastding^ yei 
in many things*, and those "very visible, it ma^ £d\ 
Uim« This would take off that prenimptiim diat 
most «ten have of tbemselvea in this part; and they^ 
woi^ not be. so apt to tidnk their minds wanted na 
helps ti» enlarge. tkem, thkt tbereeonld be nothing 
added to the a c utenta s ssid penetnittnn of tbetir 
understa£dinsp« j, , 

Secondly, the study of liatfaematies^ woidd sberw 
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thesgn the necessity there is in reasoning, to separate 
all the distinct ideas, and see the habitudes that all 
those concerned in the present enquiry have to one 
SAother, and to lay by thow which relate not to the 
proposition in hand, and wholly to leaM them .out 
of the reckoning. This is that which, • in other 
subjects besides quantity, is what is absolutely re- 
quisite to just rei^oning, though in them it is not so 
easily observed, nor so carefully practised. In thqii« 
pa]^ of knowledge where it is thought demonstra- 
tion has nothing to do, men reason as it were in 
the lump; and if upon a summary and confused 
Tiew, or upon a partial consideration, they can raise 
the appearance of a probability, they^^ usually rest 
content ; especially if it be in a dispute where every 
littde. straw is laid hold on, andeVery thing that can 
"but be drawn in any way to give colour to^ the ar- 
gumex^tf is advanced with ostentation^ But that 
siind is not in a postiu-e to find the truth that does 
iQtot distinctly take all the parts asunder, and omit- 
ting what is not at all. to. the point, draw a conclu- 
sion from the result of all the particulars which any 
Mray influence it. .Them . is .another nb. less useful 
habit to be gptibyanappUsSatictn .to.inath^n(|tic|tl 
4qnipnstr^titMy. an^^t,i%^ju|p^.the.u)M t^«a 
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b^ trun of contoqttenceft ; b^k having menti«Kd 
thatdbreody^ I^^not,agwi.lienerqpettit» 

As to men whoae fortunes and time ia «uT0ivert 
what may tiifltoe ifam it not of ttial taat exieat as 
may be. maglnedy and ^.<:QaAe0 net mtbki Uml 
fibjectuMi. 

Nobody w1 liiMer an obltgatton to know tifexy 
t)iing» KnowMs^ ^uad science 'm generai» ia the 
biuineis only of those wbo are atetae.^ndldiure* 
Those who have paiticolar caUings ought to nad^-* 
fland them ; aod it is no unreasonable proposal, s^f 
impossible to be compassed, that they should think 
and reason ri^ht about what is their daily employ;* 
tnent. This one cannot think Aem WKapaMe of» 
•without levelling them with the brutes, and cburg^ 
ing tliasi with a atupidity below die rank of intioiiat 

;Caiatuces# % * , 

' "i ■ _ 

. SECT. $. 

BESIDES hi* psrtkdar calfiag fisr fbe aupjtoM 
of this lift, «v«ryoii«lia««<idacamiAa^ittrelife» 
«iachiwufcoitn|«el**kaAer»; Tiiit«|pig«ih«» 
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thoughti in reiigion ; abd here it tni^stily Ikt upah 
bim to understand and feason right* Men tha«&>rs 
dtnnot he excused from understaac&ig the w^rdSf 
asid f)^aknii% the genefal nottoofis lekting to religioii 
right* The (me day of sevens beddes other days 
of Dest, idlour» iax ^e dirittian votid time enoB^ 
for ihhf (had they no other idk hours,) if diey 
^irould btit make use of these vaiancies firom their 
daily- kboiifry aad a^ply tiieihselTes to an impi^ve<^ 
ment'of knowledge, "WiSk as much diligence as Ihey 
dftett 4o td Agre^t many other tilings that are use* 
less, niid had iKit those that would enter them 
acotirding t^ ttie^r seTvral ta^cities in a right way 
to Ai¥'itiowMg6i»^ The ori^fnl make of Hieir 
minds j« like Ihftt ^^f^thermen^ mni they would he 
found xfo^; to w^^ understanding fit to i^ecem the 
knowledge of f^igioni if thef were a little eiicoi»» 
r^ed and beeped y It as they should be^ Forthere 
IB« histakiees ^tv^ mean peo^, who ha^ire raised 
tiieir mmdi torn great sen^ atid inidefttailding <tf 
usHgiod. And tfabuj^ ' these ^ve not faeeu a^ fntr 
^ent as^cioaiid herwUbtd# yet th^ aa« . enough, to 
deaor iiutit ixindit]oft/o£ life Itom a necessity of g^ots 
ignorance, and to shew that more might be brought 
to be rational creatures and christians, (for they 
can hardly be thought really to be>o, who, wearing 
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t^iemamet khow not so much as the teiy pruicipkt 
of that religion,) if due carenvere taken, of them« 
For, if I mistake not,- the peasantry lately in 
France, (a rank of people under a much heavier 
pressure of want aiid poverty than the day-labourers 
in England,) of the refonned religion, understand 
it much better, and could say more for it than those 
tifsL higher condition among us. 

But if it shall be concluded that the meaner sort 
of people must give themselves up to a brutish stu- 
pidity in the things of their nearest concernnient^ 
which I see no reajsop for^ this excuses not those of 
a freer fortune and ediH^ation, if they n^eglect their 
understandings, and, fiike no care.tbi. emp)oy them 
as they ought, and set them right in the knowledge 
p{ those things^ for which principally they wei« 
given them. At {east those who&e plj^dtiful fortunes 
allow them the opportunities and hdps of ^n^prove- 
ments,'are not so -few,, but that it iiaight be hoped 
great advancements might be made in knowledge of 
all kinds, especiailyin that of the greatest.cxincem 
and largest views, if men would make a right use of 
their Acuities, and study their own understanding!* 
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SECT. 9. 

OUTWA&B cetporeal objctttf) that CMstaHity 
ioipoitime.cmr scosesy and captivate aur appetites, 
Sul not tofiU oor beads with Kvvly afld-la«tt^g ideas 
of tiiot ki&dL Here the mind needs tmH be «et upoil^ 
aetlo^ f feater <rtor9; they offer themselTci fest 
enough^ aftdai«a)BiiaUy efttertatiied in ^uch plenty, 
and lodged to^carefuUy, thdt tihte mind wants room 
•V attention for othev$ that ti has moi^ use and need 
of* To fit ^e undentanding therefore for sndt 
reaaoniBg asl;ka7e been above speaking of, care 
tkouM be taken 'to fiB it with m<Mrd[ and moreitb* 
ftzact ideas; for these not offering tliemselves to 
the sonaes, but heittg fo be framed to the under* 
itanifingy people «we generally to n^lectfol lif a 
focnlty they ai«f apt to think wants noting, tiiat I 
fear moat n^ns* aMnOs are mom ^mfoflmidiod wkh 
■Bcb i4eaa thm is baAj^^neA They often use the. 
wosds, aad bowcaii.tlMy'liemqifec^ 
ifeaa; WhotIk«r«-«ani m aM^tkk4]>0^ 

t 
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Essay will excuse me from any other answer to this 
question* But to convince people of what moment 
it is to their understandings to be furnished with 
such abstract kUas steady and settled in it, give me 
leave to ask how any one shall , be able to know, 
whether.he be obliged to be just, if h^ ha$ not esta- 
blished ideas in his mind of obligation and of justice,* 
since knowledge consists In nothing but the per- 
ceived ^reement or disagreement of those ideas ; 
and so q( all others, tlie like which concern our 
litres and' manners. And if men do find a difficulty 
to see the agreement or disagreement of two angles 
whijch lie before their eyes, unalterable in a diagram, 
how utterly iaipossible will it be to pierceive it in 
ideas, that have no other sensible objects to repre- 
sent them to the mind but sounds, with which they 
have no man^^ier of conformity, and therefore had 
need to be clearly settled in the mind themselves, 
if we would make any dear judgment about them. 
This, therefore, is one of the first things th&mind 
should be employed /jabout ins the. right conduct of 
t)ie niulerstandihg/ ^viijiout i^hich it is impossible 
it should becapat^e of 4eaa^ning right' about those 
matters* .But in these; ^nd: all other ideas, care 
must be takeft th^t tbey harbour no inconsistenciet^ 
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and that they have a real exurtence where real exist- 
ence is supposed, and are not mere chimeras with 
a supposed existence^ 

SECT. 10. 

Prgudices. < ' 

EVERY one is forward to complain of the pi-e- 
judices that mislead other men or parties , as if he 
were, free, and had none of his own* This being 
objected on all sides, 'tis agreed that it is a fault, 
and an hinderance to knowledge. What now is the 
i?ure ?. No other but this, that every man^should let 
aljone other's, prejudices and examine his own* No 
body is convinced of his by the accusation of ano Aer^ ' 
he recriminates by the same rule and U clean The 
only way to remove this great cause of ignorance 
and error out of the world, is^ for every one impar- 
tially to examine himself* If others will not deal 
.jairly<with their own minds, does that maketny 
jerrors truths, or ought it to make me in love with 
them, and willing to impose On myself? Jf others 
Jove catarakrtsdn their' eyes, should that hinder me 
from couching of mine as soon as I could ? Every 
ttic declares Against blindness, and yet who almost 
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^ cleftf light cmt ^ JUB ndn^ whidi thoidd leaA 
^ him into truth and knowledge? Fabaor dofibtfiri 
positions, relied upon as unquestionable maximS|^ 
keep those in the dark from truth, who build on 
them. Such are usually the prejudices inbibed from 
education, party, reverence, fashion, interest, &c« 
This is the mote every one sees in his brother's eye, 
bat never regards ttie iMam in hi^ own* For who i» 
iimt «Ini<Hp4ti««f»r bMu^tfiudy to et«nuoe 
im 0y^ frmtifitef and isrwbetiiiertiiey aresoeh 
;it will bear tiie triid; but yet tlw di^uld be one of 
the finrt thisiga every citm sfaovld 9rt afaoirt; and be 
«cmp)d0«fr inv who urouid id^itly condact hia tioi. 
^Bt^Vkding yik ibe aeaavb 6f iradi imd knowk^. 
/. Ta tb«9e wiwi are wafllivig i» get lid^f tlHa. great 
iundifr^iK^e ^f toaw y kdg ^ (fi^ to wch wAy I wnte,} 
4Qtli««ewH9wwUfib^ieafftkb great «nd datige* 
x0ii^ilD|mtor tfttydu;^^ wha dreiaea. ti)» laUimd ia 
tiMt lifcena^^tnAb^ ^tad^trroMfily faoedwink^a 
mens' 9HP<ii^, es lokcse^ theni in the da^k» witik a 
kdief Jj»ptt they aiseiwfpia the UghttkAiiaiiftiiat 
do.Bot |ee with their eye»# I abaU offer thia^otte 
mai^ whereby prejudice f«ay be known. He Hm 
is- singly of any opkuon, miat suppoae^ (itnleai he 
be sel&condemned^} tbs^ \ik persua^oa vkhmH »pa» 



,y Google 



45 

goad grounds ; and that his assent is* no greater than 
what the evidence of the truth he hold forces him 
: to ; and that they are arguments ^ and not inclinati- 
on or fancy that make him so confident and positire 
. in his tenets. Now, if after all his profe^ion, he 
.cannot bear any opposition to his opinion, if he 
cannot so much as give a patient hearing, much less 
examine and weigh the arguments on the other side, 
dpes he not plainly confess it is prejudice governs 
him? And it is not the evidence of truth, but some 
lazy anticipation, - some beloved presumption that 
he desires to rest undisturbed iii. For if what he 
*hoIds be arhe^ gives out, well fenced With' evidence, 
and ht ^esit to be true, what tioe'd he fear to jWt 
it to the proof? If bis 'opinion be settled upon a firm 
foundation, if the arguments that support^ it^ and 
have obtained his assent be clear, good,> and con* 
vlncing, why shc^ld ,he be shy to have it< tried 
whether they be proof or not? Hewhoie atssent 
goes beyond his evidence, owes tiiis excess of his 
adherence only to prejudice,, and does, in eiFect, 
own it when , he refuses to hear what is offered 
against it; declaring thereby, that it is not evidence 
he seeks, but the c[uiet enjoyment of the opinion ht 
is fcmd of, with a forward condemnation of all that 
may stand in opposition to it, unheard and unexa- 
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waned ; whiAf w&ni h k but prqittdice ? ^ ^tifmm 
smwrft parH inau4ffa $lur9f ^tkm si ^ftrnn stafm^ 
rii hmd dPfw^fueriu fh <iat ww$\^ 9^^t jaitn^f 
m iim csui^ ^ ^ te¥€^ of tmlh, not giving way to 
«|iy fm^opcttptioQi or Mas tM may m^t^i^ himt 
muft ik two thUi^s tfiM «F^ j)ot Y^ry cweomm^ o«r 
vefy easy* ^ 

SECT, lU 

FIRST, be mmt *c^t be in Iot^ witfi wy ^fisir 
f», mr ^kk it to be irw, .wtil he knpiwd it tA l>e mi» 
wA tbw be wiU Mt »$f4 ^ jinrisb it : ior trntbi^ 
lh»t ^ M«9 ai9 ffe$enr0 om good ^sfbe^» jior a de- 
«M!P that it fifapfiVliiiire the phee aad force "Of tmtb ; 
}m4: yot nodiimg is nose fiequest tiia^ dii?^ Men 
Att fenfliijr ceittiiia Icnets wpon no other ^deatoe 
iidt msj^sctwui oustosfty <aiid think they nmat maiot- 
Jain thcin» or all ii gone, tiuMSgh they bam n^wat 
dBaaubed the gMund Oiey staad <m, nor^aiire .ever 
siade. AemoM >tatbein^el?e»y or casiwtk^ theatiQiit 
10 crtherA*. We shofll4 ecmtend earncsily fin- tbe 
Inith, but we shontd fint te sore that it i^ trntk, or 
tiie me fight agakwt God, who is the God of tr^di^ 
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pi^pogatpr of lies ; and our ^eal, thfugh aov^ »p 
vanBf wiU iM>t e»we ;«#; for tbiria fWoly 

Exammt^ 

SECONDLY, he rxm^ 4o ib«t whidb kt wOl 

manmy^ or hiioself wncapnUe of doing of it. He 
m»% tiy i«1ielj»i9r his principles bf csitaittly true or 
A^, 904 b»w jEW be niftjr ^^Idy nely upmi tboob 
Tbisi wb«tfoer &w^ hav« Ibe heart or tbe «kill to 
do» I shall apt determine; b»t tbi» I mn m^^ this 
h tbi* whi^h every oo^ ODght ilo do, -who profevM^ 
to jkHi«e tmtb# ^nd woijldnot impose opoo.bi8ifielf; 
which 16 a sorer vmy to be made a fool of than by 
being cocpoeed to the aophistry of others. Tim 
dit{K>8ttioii to put any cheai; upon ourseirvoB,. worlu 
constantly, asd we «re pksaec) with it, bot s^ro im« 
patient of bemg bantered or oMsl^d by oflbers* The 
inability I here speak of, is not any natural defect 
that makes men uncapjble of examifimg their oivn 
priacipka* To suei!, ruks of eondueting thek 
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understandings are useless, and that is the case- of ' 
very few. The great number is of those whoih the 
ill habit of* never exerting their thoughts has dis- 
abled : the powers of their minds are starred by 
disuse, and have lost that reach and strength which 
nature fitted them to receh'e ^om exercise. Those 
who are ixi a condition to learn the first rules of 
plain arithmetic, and could be brought to cast up 
an ordinary sum, are capable of this, if they had 
bat accustomed their minds to reasoning : but they 
that have wholly neglected the exercise of their -un- 
derstandings in this w^y, will be very far at first 
from being able to do it, and as unfit for it as one 
unpractised in figures to cast up a shdp^book, and 
perhaps think it as strange to be set about it* And 
yet it must nevertheless be confessed to be a wrong 
use of our -understandings to build our tenets (m 
things where we are concerned to hold the truth) 
upon principles that may lead us intq error. . We 
take our principles at hap-hazard upon trust, and 
wiAout ever having examined them, and then be- 
lieve a whole system, upon a presumption that they 
are true and solid ; and what is all this but childish, 
shameful, senseless credulity ? ^ ^ 

In these two things, viz. an equal indifferency 
for all truth ; I mean the receiving it in ihe love pi 
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k as tnitbt but aqI loving it for tny other jreasoa 
before W4e know it to be true ; and in tibe ffirannitta^ 
tkui of oftir principles^ and not M9cetyiaBg.aay for 
suck, sior building oia diem until we are fully con*; 
vineed^as ra^nal Cfeatoresi of their eolidily, traibi 
and qertain^, cansistt that freedom of the uoder^ 
fftanding which is necessary to a rational oreateie» 
and without wUch it is not truly an nndevstandiog; 
It it conceit, fancy, extravaguice, any thing rather 
than understanding', if il^ nust be under theconi- 
rtraint of ceoeiving and holding opinions by ^ 
^udiorify'ef any thing but their own, not&ocied 
but penoeiirei^ evidmoe. This was rightly osIM 
iaapositidn^ wA is of aft dher the worst and iM«t 
dasigeraus sort of it. Forwe^ impoaej upon ouiw 
fohnes^ which is^ the' stiongest impoaition^ of aU 
others ; and we impose upon ourselves in that pact 
whi<^ di^il with the gnsatest care to be kept iree 
Irons aU imposition* The world ia apt to cast great 
Uflme Ottr thoee who have an indifierency £»r o^ni* 
fiSOitf especiaily in.religon* I fear this is Ihe^ua^ 
datiofi of ipwi^ ercor and wonse eonscquencet* To 
he indiftteent which of two^ opinions 16 troe, i> the 
jsight temper of tfawt mind, that preserves it from be- 
ing imposed iqkmt and disposes it to eaasi^ with 
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that indifferency, until it has done its best to Rni 
the truth, and this is the only direct and safe way 
to it. But to be indifferent whether we< embrace 
falshood for truth, or no, is the great road to error.^ 
Those who are not indifferent which opinion is 
true, are guilty of this ; they suppose, without 
examining, that what they hold is true, and then 
think they ought to be zealous for it. Those, it is 
plain by their warmth and eagerness, are not indif- 
ferent for their own opinions, but methinks • are 
very indifferent whether they be true or false, 
since they cannot endure.to have any doubts raised, 
or objections made against them ; and it is visible 
they never have made any themselves, and so never 
having examined them, know not, nor are con- 
cerned, as they should be, to know whether they 
be true or false. 

These are the common and piost general miscar- 
xiages which I think men should avoid or rectify ia 
a right conduct of their understandings, and should 
be p)&rticularly taken care of in education. The 
business whereof in respect of knowledge, is not, 
as llhinkf to perfect a learner in all orvany one of 
the sciences, but to give his rotmltbat freedom, 
that disposition, and those 'habita. that. may enable 
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hhn to attain any patt of lenowledge he shall apply 
himself to, or st^nd in need of in the future course 
of his life. 

This, and this only, is well principling and not 
the instilling a reverence and veneratian for certain 
dogmas under the specious title of principles, which 
are often ^o remote from that truth and evidence 
which belongs to principles, that they ought to be 
rejected as false and erroneous, and is often the 
cause, to men so educated, when they come abroad 
into the world; and find they cannot maintain the 

^ principles so taken up and rested i^* to cast off all 
j>rinciple8 and turn perfect sceptics, regardless of 
knowledge and virtue. 

. . There are several weaknesses and defects in the 
understandii^, either from' the natural temper of 
the mind,. or ill habits taken up, which hinder it in 
its progress to knowledge. Of these there are as 
many possibly to be found. If the mind were pro- ' 
|>erly studied, as there are diseases of the body, 
each "whereof clogs and disables the understanding 
to spme d^ree, and therefore deserve to be looked 
aftc^r anfd cured. I shadl set down sonie few to ex- 

ictte men, especially those who make knowledge 
their business, to look into themselves, alad ob« 
«erve whether they do. not indulge some w^akness^ 
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intellectual hcaify, irkkk ie prejodicUd Wtben A 

the search of truth. 

SE€T. 15* 

Ohsenxttion, 

PARTICULAR tnatten of fket ara Hie Ibh 
itouhted foundations on which our criril aud-nirltinl 
knowledge h buiit : fl)e bene€t iSnt tunderstianidh^ 
makes of them is to draw from them con^mions, 
which may he a» standing ndes of knowledge, and 
consequently of practice*. The mind often makes 
not diat benefit it should ^ the infonnation it re* 
eei res from the accountsF of civil or natural historic 
ans, m being too forward) or teo-skwur in maikhig 
obsertationv on the particulai" hiA% reeordad in 
them* ..-.,. 

There aiis thos« wko ^re Very asstdttouff in maA^ 
iffg) and yet do not mudi advance their knowledge 
by it* They are delighted with the itoHes Aat 
aretbld, and perhapscan tell them agam, for th^ 
make all 'they read nothing but history tathen** 
s^es; belt not reflecting on it, not miking to 
IhemseiTes observation from what they lead^ tiley 
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mfe very Httle improved by til that dloTid of parti* 
culars that either pass tbroughy or lodge tbeiiisel?es 
in tbeir tmdcratandiiq^s. They dream on in a eon« 
atant eiNirseof riding ahd eramniiiig themselves » 
halt not digetttng any thittg, it predoces nothnig 
but an heap of crudities. 

If their memories retain well, one may say they 
harte the materials of kiiowle<tge, bat like those for 
building, tiiey are of no advaiitage, if there be no 
otifier nee made of them but to let them lie heaped 
np together. Opposite to these diere are others ^arho 
lose the improvement they shonid make of matters 
of feet by a quite contrary conduct. They are apt 
to draw general conclusions, and raise axioms from 
every particular they meet with. These make as 
little true benefit of history as the other, nay, be- 
ing of forward and active 8|Nrits receive more harm 
|>y it ; it being of worse consequence to steer one's 
tibonghts by a. wrong rule, than to have none at all, 
€rrer doing "Iv busy men miidi more harm, than 
ignoname to the slow and sluggish. Between these^ 
those sedki to dd be»t who taking material and mt-* 
fid hints, sometimes from single makers of fact, 
tarry them> in th^r minds to be judged of, by what 
^^bcy shall find in histoiy to confirm or reverse these 

9 . 
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imperf^t obsen^ations ; which may he established 
into ru}efl fit tx>,be feUedon^^-when they are justified 
by a stifficiient and wary inductioa of particulars* 
He that inak^ no tuch . reflioctiqna on what be 
reads, .^nly loads his mind with a rbapsody df tales, 
fit in winter nights for the entertainment of others; 
and -be.'thal will improve every matter of fact into a 
oaxim will abQimd in contrary observations, that 
can be of Ho other use biit to perplex and pudder 
him if he jQompares them; or else to misguide 
hitn, if he gives himself up to the authority of 
that, which for its novelty, or fpr some other fancy, 
best pleases him« 

SfiCT. U. 

« 

Bias. 

NEXT to these we may place- those who suffer 
their own natural tempers aiid passions they are pes-' 
sessed with to influence their judgments, especially 
of men and things that may any way relate to their 
present circumstances and interest* Truth is all 
simple, all pure, will bear no mixture of any thing' 
else with'it,. It is rigid and inflexible to any bye 
interest; and so should the understanding be, 
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whose use arid 'excellency lies in conforming itself 
to it. To ihink of every thing just as it is in itself^ 
is the proper business jof the understanding, though 
it be not that which men always employ it to. 
This all men at first bearing allow is the right use 
every one should make of his understanding. No 
body will be at such an open defiance with common 
tense, as to profess that we should not endeavour 
to know, andJbink of things as they are in Aem* 
selves, and yet there is nothng more frequent than 
to do the contrary ; and men are apf to txmst 
themselves, and think they haVe rea^on'ti^tib so^ 
if they have but a pretence 'that it is for Odd,- orH 
good cause, that is. In effkt; for thentselvefr* their 
own persuasion, or patty: for to' those in theit. 
'turns the several sects of men, especially in Wtterj 
of religion, entitle God and a good cause* Bui 
God requires not men tow^ong or^'mhuse their 
factihies for him, nor to lie tt> btlftri jdrthemseiviis; 
for his sake; which* they purposely do who wiHf 
not sufier their understandings to have right con» 
ceptions of the things proposed to t9kem, and de- 
signedly restrain themselves fro^m biaving^ just 
thoughts of every, thin^, as fer as they are con- 
c/tmeA to enqmre. And a^ for a good cauSe, that 
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ne^ds not such ill Kelps^* if it be gopd, truth will 
support it, and it has no need of fallacy or fak* 
^ood* 

SECT. 15, 

Arguments* 

. y&RY much of kia to this is the huntittg after 
ffgomeAts to make go^ one lideof a question, and 
wholly tot neglect and refute , ihofle which &yottr 
^e oti^r 9ide4 What ia this but wilfully to mia« 
gtti^e thf/ondei^Undingr wi is so farfcaiti giving 
truth Us jlue tnkie, that it whpUy debased it : c$« 
pouae cf iniona that best com^rt with their power^ 
yro6tf or ofedct^ and then seek aiiEtto^entg toanp^ 
1^ them. ; Truth light upon this way, is of ao 
ijfiQVf ^vaU .touis than, eiroar ; for wliat is so taken 
up;^yj4atin^y>^b& false af well as true, and he baa 
fQt 4o^ ^i^ ^y who has thus stumbled upon 
t^tl) ifv'hi^ way to^ preferment. 
. Thf^iie is aJM}ther»^ but more innocent way of coU 
k^tingi arguinejpsts, very femiUarr among bookish 
m^j vtFl^cht3 to furnish themselycs with the argu« 
9)etits, they meet wkh ^q and cQtt in the questiotis: 
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tlwy study r. This helps them not to judge ri^ht, 
nor argue strpngly, but only to talk copiously on 
either side, without being steady and settled in 
th^ir own judgments : for such arguments gathered 
fipm other mms! thoughts, floating only in fhe 
inemo^ry, are ik^^ee ready indeed to supply copious 
talk with some appearance of reason , bt>l are far 
from helping us to judge right. Su^^h variety of 
arguments only distract the understanding that relies 
on thero, unless it has gone farther than such 
superficial way of examining ; this is tp quit truth 
for appearance, only to ^erve our vanity. The sure 
and only way to get true knowledge, is to form in 
our minds clear settled . notions, of ^ tl^it^gs, with 
names annexed to those d^t^nnined ideasL^ These 
•we arc to consider, and with their several relations 
and habitudesi and not amuse ourselves witb^Qat* 
ing nances, and words of indetemined signification^ 
which we, can use in several senses \q serve .aturi}« 
It is in>the perception of the habitudes and respect^ 
our ideas have one to another^ that real knowledge 
consists ; and when 9> man once perceives how fai» 
they agree or disxigree one with another, he will b^ 
able to judge of what oth^. peojde say» ^nd will 
Slot jieed to be led by the arguments of othersj^ 
which axe many of them nothing, but plausible 
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96phUtry, This will teach bim to sfate the fpati^ 
tion right, and see whereon it tarns ; and thus bM 
* will stand upon his own legs, and know by his own 
understanding. Whereas, by collecting and Iean&* 
ing arguments by heart, lie wiU be iuit a retainer to 
others ; and wl^n any one qnes^otts the fonndati* 
Diis they are bnilt upon, he will be at a nonplus^ 
and be fain to give up his implicit knowledge. 

Haste, 

IrABOUIt {^ labour slake 10 agakist nature. The 
understanding^, as wetl as all the other fiiculttes^ 
chooses ahv^s the shortest way to ^s end, would 
presently obtain Ae knowledge it is about, and 
t^n^et upon some tiew em(uiry. Scutthis, whe-^ 
ther laziness or haste, often misleads it and makes 
it content itself with Improper [ways of search, and 
BUich as wiH not serve the tarn. Sometiines h rests 
npon testimony, when testiroody of riglit has no- 
fhiDg fade,' because it is easier to believe than to 
be scieritifically instructed. Sometimea it contents 
itself with one argument, and rests ^ti^ed with 
tliat, as it were a demonstration ; trhereas the thing 
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Slider probt is not capable of demottfratJDa^ Md 
therefore mmt be snhoBtted to the trial ^probabi« 
lUieSy and «U Ae material argumenta pr6 aiicl tfM be 
exanuned and braeght to a balance. Inaottecaact 
.the mind it determined by probaUe topics in cnqui* 
liea where demonstration may be had. All theaet 
and several odicis^ which lasiness, impatience^ 
cdslom> and want ef nse and attention lead men 
ia^o^ aie nuaapipiicationa of the underst^aiding in 
the search of truths In every question the nature 
aind manner of the proof it k capable of shonM first 
be considered, to make our enqniry such as it should 
be. This would save a great deal of fre^pently 
misemployed pains, and lead us soonerto that dis« 
covery and possession of truth we are capable of. 
The multiplying variety of arguments, especially 
frivolous ones, such as are all that are merely ver- 
bal, is not only lost labour , but cumbers the me^ 
mory to no purpose,' and serves only to hinder it 
from seizing and holding of the truth in all those 
caaei whichf ar^ capable of demonstration. In snch 
a vray of proof the tPgMh and certatnty is seen, an<l 
the mind fully possesses Itself of it; when in the 
ot^t way of assent if Only hovers abodt it, is^ 
caused with uncertainties^ In this suptfrfieial way 
indeed die mind is tapable of more variety of plen« 
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knowledge. It is ^o this same ha«te and impatience 
of the mind also, that not a due tracing of the argu<* 
men ts to their true foundation, tsoiving; men see 
a little, presume a great deal, and so jump to the 
conclusion* This is a short way to fancy aiod. con- 
ceit, and (if firmly embraced), to.opiniatrety, but 
is certainly the farthest way about to knowledge* 
For he that will know, fnust, by the connection oi 
the proofs, see the truth , and the ground it stands, 
on : and therefore, if lie has for haste skipt over 
what he should have examined, he must begin and 
^o over allagain^ or else he will never /Come toJ 
knowledge* 
■ ' • -■ '. . » 

SECT. n. 



Desultory^ 

. ANOTHER ^ult of as ill cons^uen^e as this,, 
which proceecb also from ladness with a mixture of 
vanity, is'the skipping from one sort of knowledge 
to anoth&r. Some men«(' tempers are quickly weary 
of any <me things Conetancy and assiduity ifr what 
they canpot, bear ;*the same study long ccmtinu^d. 
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ukf k as intolerable, to them as the appearing long 
i& the same cloths or feshion is to a court lady* 

i 

SECT. 18. 

SmatterPng. 

» • 

OTHERS, that tiiey tiiay seem ittitemlly 
kttowkigt get a little smattering in erery thing. 
BoiOi these may fiD their heads wKh superficial 
aolioni of ihingsv hut ate very mudi out of the way 
of attauuDg trath or luumtedge«' 

Sit!CT«. W. 

Universality. 

1 iX> not here ^k agamst the takhig d taste of 
ever aozt of knowledge ; it is eertainfy very usefb! 
and necessary to form Ae mkkd, hot then h trast 
he done hi adiSeiie&t way, and to a diSerent end. 
Not for talk and vinity^ to fiH the head wiflx 'sh?eds 
of all ksndf, that be who is pbssetoed of stidi ■^ 
ttiypery, may be aUe to inateh the discourses of all 
tie thsall meet with, as if notting could come amiss 
ti>byn>; and his head was so wdf a stored magaztnet 
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that nothing could be {Mrpposed which he wat not 
master of, and was readily ftiraished' to entertain 
any. one on. This is an excellency indeed, and a 
great one too, to have a«real and true knowledge in 
all or most of the objects of contemplation. But it 
is what the mind of ione and the same man caa 
hardly attain unto ; and the instances are so few of 
those who have in any measure approached towards 
it^ that I know not whether they are to be proposed 
as examples in. the ordi&ary conduct of the vmAsx* 
standing* For « man to understand fully .the busi- 
neas of his particular calling in the.commonwealtbi 
and of religion, which is his calling as he is a man 
in the worlds is u^n^IIy enough to take up hit 
whole time ; and there are few that inform them- 
selves in these, which is every >man'8 proper and 
particular business, so to the bottom as they should 
do. But thoi^h tbia be so, and there aiie very few 
tnen ,that extend their thou^tt towards unhrersal 
^^^l^^f" yp^ Ido not doubt but if the right it^ 
were pken^ and the methody.of enquiry weie o^ 
dei^ed as they; should be,, . men of little.basiiless ted 
gr^t leituiie mightrgo a grta^t d^l factber an it&aa 
isj usually done; To iieturnto the bysineiP \n hand» 
the end and use of a little insight iu tboffc parts of 
kilpwledge, which are not a man's^prc^^r/bu^llR^^ 
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the proper ways of exaimnkig their habitudes knd 
relations. This gives the mind a freedom, and the 
exerciBing the understandmg in the several ways of 
enqmry and reasoning, which the most skilful liave 
made, use of, teaches the mind sagacity and wari«^ 
nes% and a su|^ieness to apjriy itself more cbsely 
and dexterously t» thfe h^nts and turns of the matter 
in all its researches. Besides this universal taste of 
all the sciences, with an indifferency before thd 
mnd is possessed with any one in particular^ and 
growii into love and admiration of what is made its 
darling, will prevent another evil very commonly 
to be observed in those whp have from the beginning 
been seasoned only by one part of knowledge. * Let 
a man be given up to the contemplation of one sort 
of knowledge, and that will become every thing.- 
The mind will take such a tincture from a familia- 
rity with that object,^ that every thing else, how 
remote soever, will be brought under the same 
view* Av metaphysician will bring ploughing And 
gardening imm^iately to abstract notions, the his^^ 
tory of nature shall signify nothing to him. An 
alchymist, on the coiitrary, shall reduce divinity to 
the maxigas of his laboratery, explain morality by 
salf' uilpbuTy and mercury, and allegorize the scrip- 
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tdre itseify and the taci«d myirteriai thereof^ into 
the philosopber'a itone* Aod I hcftrd onoe It maiii 
who bad a moce than ofdintty eitcelkncy in muaic, 
verioiisly acconua^date Moa^' aeren dayt of the 
fiist week to the notes of mune, as if from tbenee 
had been takes the measure and method of the ere* 
attos* It i» of no emaU €Dti$efuence to keep the 
xxiind from tucb a posaeasiont wbidi I thittk is best 
done by giving it a bit and «qual view of the wIm^ 
iniellectiial world, wherein it may see the order, 
iank| and beanty of the whole» and give adjust 
allowance to tbe distiact prQvin<;es of the aerenl 
sciences in the iM order and usefulness of fach of 
thenu ^ 

If this be that which old men will not think i^ 
cessary j^ nor be easily brought to ; it is fit at least 
that it should be practised In the breedikig of th« 
young* The business of education » as! have al- 
ready ob&ervedf is not| as I thinks to make them 
perfect in any one of the sciences, but so to open ; 
and dispose their minds. as may best make them i 
capable of any, when &ey shall txjpf^y themselves 
to it. If men are for a long time accustomed only ! 
to one sort or method of thoughts^ their milldia ' 
grow stiff in it, and do not feadily turn t^^aRoAher* 
~ It is therefore to give them this fireedomt tkat I 
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^boiik :Aey •hotild be nudle kok bM ail $M1» «f 
kno^dlg^y atsd eitemie their understandings in w 
wide a variety atiid slock <>f kM^d^ge. Bilt I io 
tiot ^tfopese it «a a variety «id ^tedk of ksowkxige, 
Imtti- varied and ^I'eedam of ttiii^ing, «s an itt« 
,ctmie«f t^ powers and ac^vity of th^ mind, not 
tt an eniargemeBt <tf its posaeseions. 



SECT* 50. 



^HIS is that which I think great readers are apt 
'iiD be imslaken in. Those who have read of ^very 
thing, are :thought to ttnA^rstand ^very tfeing too^ 
ibiit it 18 not always ao, Reading famishes th^ mind 
ioniy with materi^s «f knowledge> k is thinking 
.makes what we read aws, W« are of a itnninHting 
.«kiod, eaad it is n^t^enough 4o tram oonelves with a 
float 4oad of c^fQeetioBs; uriless we chew them ove^ 
lagaan, 4iey will not ^ve ns strength and fiouris/hii* 
4ii6ilt. ' There are indeed in 'some writers vWWe 
aotftances'^if deep thongfit, dese «Ad aca«e' #easi&nikg» 
'mdiAo^ wdl partnad. Tlie li^ thes^ #oiild gM«» 
^»o«dd % of great i|se, if ftek* readers wauld^ervie 

•G . 
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aud mutate them ; all the rest at best are but part!-* 
culars fit to.be turned Into knowledge ; but that can 
be done only by our. own meditationy and examin- 
ing the reach, force, and coherence of what is said ; 
an^ then as far as )ve apprel^nd and.see thecconneo 
tion of ideas, ^o far it is ours ; with.put that it is but 
so much loose matter iloating in our brain* Thf 
memory may be stored, but the judgment is little 
better, and the stock of knowledge not increased by 
t>ein^ able to repeat what others have said, or pro- 
duce the arguments we have found in them. Such 
a knowledge as this ip but knowledge by hearsay., 
aud .the ostentation of it is at best but talking hy rote, 
and very often upon weak and wrong principles. 
For all that is to be found in books^ is not built up- 
on true foundations, nor always rightly deduced 
from the principles it is pretended to be built on.' 
Such an examen as is requisite to discover that^ 
every reader's mind is not forward to make ; espe« 
cially in those who have given themselves up to a 
party, and only hunt for what they can scrape 
together, that may favour and support the tenets of 
it. ^ Such * men wilfully exclude themselves from 
truths and from all true benefit to be received by 
' -reading* Others of more indifferency, often want 
attention and industry. The mind is backward in 
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IS to trace every argument Xq 

c upon -whzi basis it. ytahds, 

it yet it is ttiis that gives so 

■) one man more than another 

d should, by seveie rules, be 

first, uneasy task; use and* 

ciiity. So that those that are 

ly, as it Were with one cast 

w of the argumenti and pre« 

see where it bottoms* Those 

cult/i one may say, have got 

s, and the clue to }ead them 

of variety of opinions and au* 

ainty. This ypm^ beginnert 

and shewed the use of, that 

leir reading. Those who are 

c apt to tliink it too great a 

is' studies, and they will sus^ 

but sm^i progress^ if, -in the 

/ must staind to examine and 

at, and follow it step by step 

-ood objection, and ought to 
.ose reading is designed for 
.owledge, and I have nothing 
. here enquiring into the con- 
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dkict o{ the underetaBiding in its progreM tonrsu^ 
knowledge ; ,md. to those who.Ajm at that, I may 
say, that jbe i^ho fiiir and softly goes steadily fiar^ 
>irard ip a ctvarffs^ |jhat point» lights wiUlsocmerlie at 
ids jiE^tuna^'s eBd^ftbftli he tkat ipub/i after erery doc 
Ike xncetsi jt1aL<yigh lie^H^ aK day Mk apeecL 

Xa! whibll htM^e ddd« that this way of tkinkiBg 
oR» and }rit)fit}«g-by«wbat\^b read, viQ k£ a dog 
imd rob tsr any oiao.^^nly in^ the beginnii^ ; . vhca 
ciDlbth, and ^Mteise Ua made it £nntittr, it ,wilt be 
ditpsEtcUed' XB mast oceagdont^ iritfaoot lesting or 
jtttArtifitiait ia tlicitcbnise df our reading*. The 
foetioiia and m^ of inmnd exercifed dial wi^, 
awn w ui w Lf i uit y'qttitk ; .atdiatinaii used to sodi soit 
of refiedioni^^ sbea. ai imch at one gliapM, ai 
woidd fmntcJLa loBg diaanine to lay beibrt aaottmy 
and make oiA iniait oiitili^ and gradual deduction^ 
Band69| ^sfl Wbeft tSlcr iiist difHcidties ara amt^ 
t]k delighi «d wnsifafoadmiitageit briaga, it^g^«> 
iifty efiMtfiogcflit and enitwsiis th^ Mud in reafing^ 
^lifehv i^itttatiC' iiiAst k rexf impKfffBAy csMM 
study. 
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SECT.. 21. . 

IntermediaU Principles. 

>AS an help to this/ I think it m^y be proposed, 
that for the saving^ the long progression of the 
tfaougbis to remote and first principles in every 
case, the mind shoidd provide itself several stages ; 
that is to say, intermediate, principles^ whicTi it 
might have recx>urse to in the examining those 
position^ that come in its way, These^^ though 
they are not sfelf-evident principles, yet, if they 
have been made out from them by a wary and un- 
questionable deduction, may be depended on as 
certain and in&llible truths,: and serve as unquesti- 
oziable truths to prove other points depending on 
tiiem, by ;i nearer and shofter view than remote 
and gienerdi miaximff. These may serve as land- 
marks to ^hew what Ues in th^ dirj^ct way of tnxtYi^ 
or is quite besides iU A'^^ ^^ mathematicians do, 
who do not in ev^ new problem ruii it back to 
^e first .^oms, thrpi^h alt the whole train of 
intermediate . propositions. Certain tbe^oiems. that 
tbey have settled to themselves upon sure demon,* 
jitxatiOAj serve .to resolvjc to^ thein multitude? of 
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propodtionf which depend on them, and are a» 
firmly made out from thehce, as if the mind went 
afresh over every link of the whole chain, that tie 
them to first selfc^vident principles. Only in other 
sciences great care is to be taken that they establish 
those iiitermediate principles, with as much caution, 
exactness j and iridiffetency, as mathematiciatis use in 
the settling any of *heif great theorems. When this 
is not dorie^ but men take Upthe principles in this 
Or that sdiehcfe up^n credit, inclination, interest, 
&c. in !iaste> witti5tit*due examiftatlon, and tnost 
.unvjnefttibn^fild pr6of, they lay a trap for themselves, 
>hil ad mtich as iri them lies, fciptivate theif undei^ 
ataiidingitokrdstake, falshodd, ^dem>rr 
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A^S thetii^Tjjartiiiliiy tci o^mioiMf, wfiidi, as 
N^hktcalfcady oibseWfed, Is ^'t td iifisfetttthetm- 
rfef staiidfng ; si ther^^is often a f)aftia1^%t6'«tiafe 
Nl^hic^ IS prej[ticliciaVa}so t^ ktiowl^gfc^lftid im^^oW- 
'^6iif.'"'^>Jse -stt^it^s i^klcTi meh 'Jlife^pal'fet&rfy 
ym^ iri/''t1iey at^ ifit to-vafl^fe'a<r^ektt)lr'^ \(^eti»^ 
ipaA of KiWleSige Wli&h every one has acy t at b te<t 
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havings and all the rest were idle and empty amuse- 
ments,, comparatively of no use or importance* 
This is the effect of ignorance^ and not knowledge ; 
the being vainly puffed up with a flatulency, arising 
from ft wealt a^d narrow cpiQprehension« It is not 
»BU6S that every on^ should ^sh the science that 
lie has made his . peculiar study ;, a view of its jbeau* 
' ties, and a $eil9e.of its usefulness, carries a man on 
with the more d^i^g^t and wamth,,-in ther pursuit 
and iitiprp¥ement of it« But the contempt of all 
other knowledge, as if it wens nothing in compari* 
ten.of hHtor phy«iC| of astronomy or chemistry, or 
periiapssome yet. meaner part of knowl^g^ where* 
in I have got sbme smattering, f>r a«i soinewhat 
^dv^nctdr » -not otAj the mark of a irain or little 
amd,: but does this, prejndioe iti:the xseMiduct of ti^ 
iiAderstaftdiiig, that it cnops it up within, narrow 
Iwonds, knd hinders it from looking 9)>iX>^.int9 
cither^ proirincesof the. i^teilectu^ worU, -more 
beaiitifol possibly,]; and: more . fruitful than that 
wixkh k had vntit| ttmi Jabourad In^ ,:*hereiiijt 
4ii^t find, besides liew iBnqwleage,:wi|ya ;<r hHi^ 
wlieftb^ itiid^ be foabl^d tint betfesr^to/^uttiv^ 
ffe-oww.' •• -'j • '•- t . 'i • -• : I > 'i: .-i.. ->. . . *..; : 



,y Google 



* 72 

SECT. 23. 

Theology. 

THERE is indeed one science, (as they ane now 
distinguished J iftcompatably above all the rest, 
where it is not by corriiption narrowed into a trade 
or faction, for mean or ill ends, and secular inter- 
ests ; I mean theology, which containing the 
knowledge of God and his creatures, our duty to 
him and our fellow-creatures, and a view of our 
present and future state, is the comprehension of 
all other knowledge directed io its true end : u e. 
the honour and veneration of the Creator, and the 
happiness of mankind* This is that nabk study 
which is every man's duty, and every one that can 
be called a rational creature is capable of. TLe 
works of nature, and the words 6f revelation^ dts^ 
play it to nMmkind in characters so krge and visi* 
ble, that those who are not quite blind, may ia 
them read, and see the -ftrst principles and most 
necessary -parts o^ It ; and from thence, as they 
have time and iiidwtry, may be enabled ta go on 
to the more abstruse parts of it, and penetrate into 
those infinite depths filled with the treasurea cuf 
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i»isd(KKraBd. kmrarle^e. Thii if tbaA aei^Me 
which .wwdd truly , CBtarlp? mea^s mlBdft w^re it 
$tudie4, w pennittf4 t«k.be atudied .every where 
vilh th^ freeikm^ Wye ^ 4;iuib[>:.w4 ^hacity 
vhich it teacbesi «Ad w<$re not 9iMet» ewtswy t^. 
ih n»tttre». the occavioaof tfrife, fa^tioi^a maligoityi 
and narfow UDpoaittoof. I shall 9ay si<i miim hexe 
of tfkit,. bttt ttiat it:itiiiQdouhtodly» wrong ii9e<^ 
Qiy underttaoding^ t^ xml^e U ^e rqlQ a^d mea^uin 
i^ another mvk'%; n use whick it is neither fit for«, 

PgrtkUty. 

THIS paitii^, weni ft 18 not pomitted aa 
vtAonky to render all other studies insignificoul or 
eoiitsDiptiUei is lAesittdulged so &r as t» te relied' 
QpoiTy aiid made use cfk^ other parts of knpwledget 
to srhich it dae& noli at all betong, and wherewilh it 
lias:ii0 mmnner #f affiiiitf «^ S<M»e men bavt^ soused 
their Iseadt to matiiema^Aicaft %ares, thdt ■ giving a 
prefereaoe to the'iMthilds of that science; fbey 
iatrodisce lines^ and diagrams into their study of 
4{t!iAity» >^ politic enqiiines, afrif noting eoold 
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fee kno;ivo without them ; and others accustomed t^ 
retired speculations, run natural phiioeophy into 
metaphysical notions, and the abstract genetalities 
of logic ; and how often may one meet with religi* 
on and morality treated of in the terms of the kfao- 
i^tory'i and thought to be improved by the methods 
and notionr of chemistry. But he that will take 
ca/e of the conduct of bis understanding,' to direct 
it right to the knowledge of things/ must avoid » 
these undue mixtures, and not by a fondness foi 
what he has fdund useful and necessary in* cme,' 
transfer it to another science, where it serves only 
to perplex and confound the understanding. It is 
a certain truths that rn ndluntmak administrari, it 
is no less certain, res nJuht male tntelUgu Things 
themselves are to be considered as they are in 
Aemielves, and tbeh they will shew us. in what 
wftjr.they are to he understood* For to have right 
coiioeptioas about them» we muat bring| our under- 
standings to the intexible niatttres» and unaltendiie 
relations of thtngs> and not endeavour, to bring 
'Aiiigs tor any pre-conceived liotioas of our own* 

There it another partiality very comhumiy ob« 
servjoble in menW tstudyt no less {mjudtcial nor 
ridiculous than the fo^jner ; and that is g fantastical 
Hid wild attribatiog all knowledge to the antimt^ 
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«alone, or to the moderns. This raving upM MtU 
quity in matter of poetry, Horace has wittily dc* 
scribed and exposed in one of his Satires. The 
saiQe sort of madness may be found in reference to 
all the other sciences. Some wilt not admit an^ 
opinion not authorized by men of old, who w«rc| 
then all giants in knowledge. Nothing isjto be put 
into the treasury of truth or knowledge^ which has 
not the stamp of Greece or Rome upon it t and 
since their days will scarce allow that, men have 
been able to see,, think, or write. Others, with a 
like extravagancy, contemn all that the ancients 
have left us, and being taken with the modern 
inventions and discoveries, lay by all that went 
before, as if whatever is called old must have tl^e 
decay of time upon it, and truth too were liable t\ 
mould and rottenness. Men, I tmnk, have been 
much the same for natural endown^nts in all times. 
Fashion, discipline, and education, have put emi* 
nent difSsrences in the ages of seteral countries, 
ja^4 made one generation much diifer from another 
in arts and, sciences^ But truth is always the same; 
time alters it not, nor is it the better or worse for 
being of ancient or modern tradition. Many vrere 
eminent in former ages of the worid for their dis^* 
coyery and delivery pi it ; but though thekoow* 
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«xliaust0d not all its treasure ; they left a;graat deal 
for the ittdiMtry and sagacity of after-a^es, and so 
tlhsil we. That wa« once newto tfaem^kh any 
Dtie now receives with T^neration for its tmtiijuityi 
tforwtift it the worse f^r appearittg as a novelty; 
atui thtft whkh k bow unibraced for hg newmoM^ 
will, to posterity 9 be oM, but Mt tiiereby lie k<$s 
true bt leM gemiilie* . There is no <icca6ion on llih 
aeooutft to iqipo^ie the «mcients and the modiertts I9 
one 'anoAver, or to (» isquetauMi «i ^dtfaer side* 
He that wisely eondacts iits »iin4' ia tbe .pursuit of 
knowiftdge, will gatiier wha(t lights, and-gcit what 
irdps he«an from eidier «if them, fmm whom they 
ane best tofce had^ witfaoat -adoiing* tbie jurors, or 
rejedting the truths wfaa<th he mi^ find atiog led it 
tbem. ^ ..■■:■ , . > 

Another paotiaiity may be «dbs«rvrd, in Botac te 
vttigar, in others t9 keterodox tenets : Some ane apt 
to *con<A<tde» that what is the •eonnnQii •{nanicni tam'- 
Mt but bii^ ttiue-i* so anany ihieilS <|yes they theik 
caMMOt but $et «igkt ; m many safen's liodervtand* 
Sog^ ixfail lorts ^nnot^be deceived ; and ^Suftrehtt 
mAi' not ventune to loi>k beyernd the lieoeiviod i|jOtH* 
eoi of ^aoe and age, nor have so pm80&)ptnom.m 
thoi%liit^« «o1^ wisirifch^ thsk* iieigM>otti%4 TInf 
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ttl« content to go wit& the orowd^ and Bd go euil;^ 
vhich they- think is. gojdg^rijght^ 0rat ]ea«t 9«rve6 
tb«m at well. But however xwr f^puliv^ ZMhaa 
prevaHed as a maxinii yet I do not' remem }r 
iiirhereveri,6od delivered his oracles hy the muHi^ 
tad«9 or nature troths by the herd. On the other 
side^ some fiy all common opinions as either false 
<M- frivolous* The title of many headed beast is a 
sufficient reason to them to conclude^ that no troths 
of' weight or consequence can' be lodged there. 
VuJgar i^nions are suited to vulgar capacitiest 
and adapted to the ends of those that govern. He 
thnt "^U know the trudi of thiogs, must leave the 
common and b^ten tracks which none but weak 
and servile minds are satisfied to trudge along con« 
.tionally/inb Such nice palates relish nothing but 
strange notions quite out of the way ; whatever is 
commonly received, has the mark of the beast <m 
itt and' they think it a less^ing to them to hearken 
to it» vOr raceiveit; thdir mind runs only after 
-paradoxes; these they seek, these they embraoe^ 
jtfiese ^Ione< they vent, and so as tMey think, .dis- 
lingoish themselves from the vnigar. But common 
or uncommon are nol the marks to distinguish troth 
or iUsbood, and therelbre should not be any bias 

H ' 
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to U8 in our enquiries. We should not judge of 
things by men's opini9ns9 but of* opihioilsi by 
things. The multitude reason but ill, and there- 
fore may be well suspectted, and cannot be relied 
^n, nor should be followed as a sure guide ; but 
philoj^ophers who have quitted the orthodoxy of the 
t^bmmunity, and the popular doctrines of their 
countries, have fallen into as extravagant and as 
absurd opinions as ever common reception counte- 
nanced. It would be madness to refuse to breathe 
the common air, or quench rfhe's thirst with water 
because the rabble use them to these purposes ; and 
if there are conveniences of life which common use 
reaches not, it is not reason to r€ject them, because 
they are not grown into the ordinary fashion of the 
country, and every villiager dath not know them* 

Truth, whether in or put of fashion, is the 
measure of knowledge, and the business of the 
understanding; whatsoever is besides that, however 
authorized by consent, or recommended by rarity, 
is nothing but ignorance, or something^worse. 
• ' Another sort of partiality there is, whereby men 
impose upon themselves, and by it make their 
reading little usefiii ,to themselves ; I mean the 
making use of the opinions of writers, and laying 
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stress upon their authorities, wherever they find 
them favour their own opinions. 
. There is nothing almost has done hiore harm, to 
men dedicated to letters, than giving the name of 
study to reading, and making a man of great read- 
ing to be the same with a man of great knowledge, 
or at least to be a title of honour; All that can be 
recorded in writing, are only fact? or reasonings. 
Facts are of three sorts ; 

!• Merely of natural agents, observable in the 
ordinary operations of bodies one upon another^ 
whether in the visible course of things left to theoir 
selves^ or in experiments made by men applying 
agents and patients to one another, after a peculiar 
and artificial manner* 

2. Of voluntary agents, more especially the ac« 
actions of men in society, which makes civil and 
moral history. 

3. Of opinions. 

'in these three consists, as it seems to me, that 
which commonly has i)xe name of jeaming; to 
which perhaps some may add a distinct head .of 
critical writings, which indeed at bottom is nothing 
but matter of fact, and resolves, itself into' this, that 
such a man, or set of men, used such a word or 
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I^rase hi such a sei»ey u e* that they made mdti 
iounds the marks of »uch ideas* 

Under reasonings 1 comprehend all the disco* 
veries i>f general truths made by hLman reasoiij 
whether found by intuitton, demoAstration, or 
probable deductions. Aijd this is that which h, if 
not alone^ knowledge, (because the truth or proba- 
bility of particular propositions may be known too,) 
yet is, as may he supposed, most- properly the 
business of those who pretend to improve their 
understandings,^ and makle themselves knowing by 
Teadrng« 

Books and reading are looked upon to be the 
great helps of the understanding, and instrOmenti 
of knowledge, as it must be allowed that they are ; 
sSmcl yet I beg. leave to question whether these do 
not prove an hindrance to many, and keep several 
bookish men from' attaining to solid and true know^ 
^Isdge. This, I think, I may be permitted to say, 
that Aere it no part whesein the understanding 
tieeds a more careAil stnd wary conduct, tiban in the 
Hie of books ; without which they will prove ra-* 
th^r innocent amusements than profitabje employ- 
ments of our timei and bring but small additions ta 
pur knowledge* 
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^ . There- is- not seldom to be found even jamopgst 
those ivho aim at knowledge, who with an unwea- 
ried indusjtryy employ their whole time in books, 
who scarce allow themselves time to eat or sleep, 
but ready and read, and read on, but yet make no 
great advances in real knowledge^ though there be 
no defect in their intellectual facilities, to which 
their little progress can be imputed. The mistake 
here is, that it is usually supposed, that by reading, 
the author's knowledge is transfused into the read- 
er's understanding ; and so it is, but not by bare 
reading, but by reading and understanding what he 
writ. Whereby I mean, not barely comprehending 
what is affirmed or denied in each proposition, 
(though that great readers do not think themselves 
concerned precisely to do,) but to see and follow 
the train of his reasonings, observe the strength and 
clearness of their connection, and examine upon 
what they bottom. Without this a man may read 
the discourses of a very rational author, writ in a 
langoage and in propositions that he very well 
understands, and yet acquire not one jot of his 
knowledge ; Vhich consisting only in the perceiv-* 
cd, certain, or probable connection of the ideas 
made use of in his reasonings, the reader's know- 
ledge is no farther increased, than he perceives^ that. 
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sa moch as lie sees of this connection , so macH he 
knows of the truth or probability of that author's 
opinions. 

All that he relies on without this perception," ho 
takes upon trust upon the author's credit, without 
any knowledge of it at all* This makes me not at 
all wonder to see some men so abound in citations, 
and build so much upon authorities, it being the sole 
foundation on which they bottom most of their own 
tenets ; so that in effect they have but a second- 
h^nd or implicit knowledge, /• e. are in the right if 
-such an one from whom they borrowed it, were in 
the right in that opoinion which they took from 
him, which indeed is no knowledge, at all. Writers 
of thia or former ages, may be good witnesses of 
matter of fact which they deliver, which we may 
tlo well to take upon their authority ; but their 
credit can go no farther than this, itcannot at all 
affect the truth and falshood of opinions, which 
have another sort of trial by reason, and proof 
which they themselves made use of to makis them- 
selves knowing, and so must others too that will 
partake in their knowledge. Indeed it is an advan- 
tage that they have^been at the pains to find out the 
proofs, and J:*y them in that order that may shew 
the truth or probability of their conclusions; and 



yGooQie 



fSr this we owe them great ackubwledgmeatv, f<k 
saving vm the pains hi searching oat those^ prooft 
which they have collected for us, and which possi- 
bly, after all our pains,' we might riot liaVe found, 
nor been able to hare set them in so goo4 alight as 
that which they left them us in. Upon this acfcoililt 
we are mightily beholden to judicious writers of all 
ages for those discoveries and discourses they have 
left beKind them for our instruction, ifweknoi^ 
how to make a right use of them ; which is not to 
run them over in an hasty perusal, and perhaps 
lodge their opinions, or some remarkable passages 
in our memories, but to enter ill to their reasonings, 
examine their proofs, and then judge of the truth 
or Bilshood, probability or improbability of what 
they advance ; not by' any opinion we have enter- 
^tained of the author, but by the' evidence he pro- 
dtides, and the conviction Ke affords u^, drawn from 
things themselves. Kno\(ring is seeing, and i^ it be 
so, it is madness to persuade ourselves ' that we d6 
so by' another man's eyes, let him use never sd 
,irilny words to tdl US, that' What he lasserts is very 
* visible. Until we ourselves sde it with our owtt 
eyes, arid perceive it by our own trndefstandingSi, 
we are a» much in th^ darkj and as void of kriow-f 
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Ifcdge as before, let us believe any Icarnpd author as 
much as we will* 

Euclid and Archimedes are allowed to be know- 
ing, and to have demonstrated what they say ; and 
yet whoever shall read over their writings without 
perceiving the connection of their proofs, and see- 
ing what they shew, though he may understand all 
their Words, yet he is not the more knowing. He 
may believe indeed, but does not know what they 
say, and so is not advanced one jot in mathematical 
knowledge by all his reading of those approved 
mathematicians. 

SECT. 25* ' 

Haste. 

. THE eagerness and strong bent of the mind after 
knowledge, if not warily regulated^ is often au 
hinderance to it. It still presses into farther disco- 
veries and new objects, and catches at the variety of 
of , knowledge, and therefore often stays not long 
enough on what is before it, to look into it as it 
should, for haste to pursue what is yet out of sight. 
He thatrides post thrwgh a country, may be able. 
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tratn the transient view, to ttfl how in general the ■ 
parts lie, and may be able to give some loose de- 
scription of here a moadtain^ ahd there a plain, here 
m morass and there a river ; woodland in one part 
and savannas in another. Such superficial ideas and 
observations as these he may collect in galloping 
over it. But the-more ttsefiil bbservatibns of .the . 
soil, plants, animals, and ii^habitants, with their 
feveral sorts and properties, tnust necessarily escape 
hhn ; and it is seldom men ever discover the rich 
mines, without some digging. Nature commonly 
lodges her treasure and jewels in rocky ground, ijf 
the matter be knotty, and the sense lies deep, the 
mind must stop atld buckle to it, and stick upon it 
with labour and thought, and close contemplation ; 
and not leav^ it until it has mastered the diittculty, 
and got possessibh of truth. But here care must be 
taken to avoid the other extreme : a man must not 
stick at eVdfy Useless nicety, &nd expect mysiefles 
iff science in every trivial cjuestion of* scruple that 
be may raise; Hd that witi staiid io pick up and 
examine eveiy fiebbl^ that cotttes in his way, is as 
unlikety to return etiriche(i atid laden with jewels, 
as Ae other that travelled full speed. Trulfes are 
not the better nor the worse tor their obviousness or 
AHficulty, but their Vdlue is to be measured by thei^ 
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usefulness and tendency. Insignificant observations 
should not take up any of our minutes, and those 
that.enlarge our view, and give light towards fartlier 
and useful discoveries, should not be neglected, 
though they stop our course, and spend some of 
our time in a fixed .attention. 

There is another haste that does often, and will 
mislead the mind, if it be left to itself and its own 
conduct* The understanding is naturally forward, 
not only to learn its knowledge by variety, (which 
makes it skip over one to get speedily to another 
part of knowledge,) but also eager to enlarge its 
views by running too fest into general observations 
and conclusions, without a due examination of par- 
ticulars enough whereon to' found those general 
axioms^ This seems to enlarge their stock, but it 
is. of fancies^ not realities ; such theories built upon 
narrow foundations stand but weakly, and if they 
fall not of themselves, are at least very hardly toi)C 
supported against the assaults of opposition. And 
thus men being too hasty to erect to themselv-es 
general notions and ill-groUnded tlieories, fin<l 
themselves deceived in their stock of -knowledge, 
wheUf they come to examine their hastily assumed 
maxims themselves, or to have them attacked by 
others. General observations drawn from par^icu- 
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lars are the jewels of knowledge, comprehending 
great store in a littfe room ; but they are therefore 
to be made with the greater care and caution, lest 
if we take counterfeit for true, our loss and shame 
be the greater, when our stock comes to a severe 
scrutiny. One or two particulars may suggest hints 
of enquiry, and they do well who take those hints ; 
but if they turn them into conclusions, and make 
them presently general rules, they are forward in- 
deed ; but it is only to impose on themselves by 
propositions assumed for truths without sufficient 
warrant. To make such observations, is, as has 
been already remarked, to make the head a maga« 
zine of materials, which can hardly be called know- 
ledge, or at least it is but like a collection of lumber 
Hot reduced to use or order ; and he that makes 
every thing an observation, has the same useless 
plenty, and much more falshood^ mixed with it. 
The extremes on both sides are to be avoided, and 
he will be able to give the best account of his stu- 
dies, who keeps his understanding in the right 
mean between them. 
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SECT* 26. 

jTiticipatim. 

Whether itbeabveof ttot wbich i^ 

the firft light aiid m&i:marion to their inind*, ani 
want of vigour and industry to enquixQ, or eU^ that 
mpn conteut themselves. with any appearand of 
knowledge, right or wrong, which, when thfijr 
have onccgpt^ they iwUl hold fast. This is viwWc, 
that many men.grve themselves up to the fini^S^^ 
cipations of their minds* and. are very tenacious of 
the opiniqns that first possess them ; they ane often 
as fond pf their fiist conceptions ag of their first- 
born^ and will by no. means recede from the ju<*g^ 
ment they have once made, or Miy conjecture or 
con4:eit which f hey ^hay<? once enteitailied. Th*5 » 
a fault i^ the conduct pf the undersjtajadingf ^ 
this fifmne^s or xathef; stiffn^M pf th^nupd ^^ 
frpm an, adherence to ,truth, bitt a ^rubmiwioD* 
prejudice. It is an unreasonable hoiw^g^P^ 
prepoissessipn, whereby we shew a reverence no 
(what we pretend to seek) truth; biit what T 
hap-hazard ,we chance to light on, be? it wn^ 
will. This is visibly a preposterous use ot 
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itdud' to iiss^ it thti^r and fo* it im^p the fMygr 
is(.fliefiist corner^' This cahiie^avle aUowcd^ or 
ilttg^ <b be ftAii:»#ecb» a righ^ #ay to' kniMrUdge, 
tfaua the MrieMifsMMdiiigv («^e btimcst it i# ^ 
cimfeiii jMV tcr whbrk fiadi^^ fh^ dbjcetir #itlv. 
<mt^ ewli^itl^ own <^it!ifiti«ty' dKWg^ tlf^, atffl 
OAki^^tftiallMdMe'i^tai^ 6t thikf^ cdtHfAy^^di^ 
iti tf^Wlra^ d9t«Ax^dtibti«| M^<5h iKAll}WSi^ fe9» 

SECT* ^J 

CONTRARY ttfAelfe, btit by a fike dattge^6u« 
ekcess on the othef side,' are those who always re- 
sign their judgment tis^ tliieiafet man they heard or 
read. Truth tiever ^sink^ i^to these miiids, nor 
^Wir«^ fifil<ltif^^ tb^ijtf bUt^, i^M^eoh' like, 
it^ &k€ tfi6 ta&at 6f wK^t ii laid' fibfbr6 0^^, 
Md BJtvM^lb^ 1^ x^gn it^tb 1!H(^^n^l}et^ttt^t'Ba]^• 
flefi^ td €smt ikk ^ir H^yw Ttfc< tMblf tif)ifcmb 
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€]nnions are proposed or reoetved by us, is ndmTe 
of their, rectitude'i nor'oaght to be a cause of their 
preference. First or last in this case, is the effect 
of chance, and not the measure of trufh or falriiood. 
This every onemiist confess, and therefore should, 
in the pursiut of truths keep his mind free from the 
infiu^ce of any such accidents* A man may as 
reasonabiy draw cuts for his tenets, regulate his 
persuasion by the cast of a die, as take it up for its 
novelty, or retain it because it had hi> first assent, 
and he was never of another mind* Well-weighed 
reasons are to determine the judgment ; those the 
^nd should be always ready to hearken and submit 
to, and by thei^r testimony and suffrage, entertain 
or reject any tenet indifferently, whether it be a 
perfect stranger, or an old acquaintance* 

SECT. 28. 

Practice. 

THOUGH the faculties of the mind are improv- 

cd by exercise, yet they must not be put to a stress 

beypnd their strength* ^'d valeani bumerf, fwd 

ferre recusmtp must be made the measure of every' 

one*s understanding, who has a desire not only to 
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pcrfonn well, but to keep up tlic vigour of his; foi 

cultietey and not. to balk his understanding by what 

is too hard for it* . The mind by being engaged in 

a task beyond its Mrengtb, like the body* strained 

by lifting at a weight' too heayy, has oftai its forooi 

broken, a^d thereby gets an onaptness or as^^ser^ 

sion'to any. vigorous attempt ever after. A sinew 

cracked seldom recovers its former strength ». or at 

least the tenderness of tlie sprain remains a good 

while after, and the memory of it longer, and leavet 

a iastii^ caution in the roan, not to put. the part 

quickly again to any robust employment. So it ftres 

in the mind; once jaded by an attempt above its 

power, it either is disaUed for the future, or els^ 

checks at any vigorous undertaking ever after^ at 

least is very hardly brought to exert its force again: 

on any subject that requires thought and meditation* 

The understanding should be brought to the^liA^ 

ctait and knotty parts of knowledge, that - try th^ 

strength of thought, and a full bent of the niind bjr 

insensiUe degrpes ; and in such a gradual. pcoceed* 

ii^, nothing ia too hard for it. Nor let it be olM 

ject^, that such a slow progress will never reach 

tike extent tof some sciences. It is not ^ be ima^ 

giiifidhow far constancy will carry a man ; bowevesj 

ijt.i# better walking slowly, iu a rugged way, tium to 
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fcitak a kg and be a cri]^Ie, He that begini wMi 
the calf may carry the ox; but be ffaat Kirxll at fiiat 
go to ^}f,e «p an 4)31;, iiaay so ditahle liiMaelft as not 
to he 2iAe to lift a calf after 4hat« When the ttund^ 
V^ insensiUe degpte^, has 'brought itelf to atention 
and dose thinkipg, it wiii bo ahte to cope with 
diffiimlfies, and niasler fben wtthbot .uiy prejiodko 
to als^lft .and then U stay go on roiimdly« £irieqr 
abcl^iwe pnddem, «i?ery intricate question »ill not 
hpfle, sbvrpncfift. Ar kfak it. But &o\^ puifetnif 
Au^nMBdimpQipaxBd i^on amvnusud ttrass, Ihait 
pay diGMuiAgeiird^nipitfiNrtbe future, ought t^ 
kfi WQidedi yet this •^utt-n^t nin i^t, by^an otw 
grc»t shyiifiBs of diificultiesi into a kay sannjevH^f 
aboiHt mdina^ ipd ^bvions things^ tfa^^t demand no 
ftto^hi or afqplkation* TJ^t debases atvd ^nervntea 
tjbe uadecstandingy makes it weak an4 ^m&l fst 
UMSiib Tbii if a sort pf komering about the Mrboc 
ofthingSf nat|ii9Ht any insight intQtham« orpesMS* 
t^tiflo ; and wbtm the laindh^ been onoe lubitov 
aied to tbis la^ mmmbcneyai^d salisfeetion, on 
tlie cbm>ns stti&ceiiif Aingit it is in dai^r to 19M 
.ttiiafied tbeie, and go no peeper, sinoe it cannot d« 
it vithout ^ains and diggii^. He that has finr soaao 
|wn aflmstomed faipaelf tota^np with u^ot eaafly 
offM itap|f at first riew, has leas^ to ftar iie okajt 
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Clever reconeile himself to the fatigi^ ^ ifioij^^fix^ 
tumbling things in his nuod ; to discover their inpscK 
retired' and more valuable secrets* ., • »> 

• It is not strange that mettiods of learning, whi^ 
scholars have b^en accustomed to in their beginning; 
and entrance upon the sciences, should influefice. 
them all their lives, .'and be settled in their minds by 
an over-ruling reverence, especially if th^y be such 
as universal use has established. Learpers must at 
first be believers, and their master'sv rules having 
been once made axioms to them, it is no wonder 
they should keep that dignity, and by the authority ' 
they have once got, mislead those who think it. 
irufiicient to excuse them, \if they go out of their 
way in a well beaten tract* ^ 

S^CT, 29. 

Words^ 

I HAVE copiously enou^ spoken of the abuse 
af ii^ords in. another place, and therefore shall upon 
this reflection, that the sciences are full of them, 
warn those that would conduct their understandings 
light, not to take any term, howsoever authorised 
by the language of the schools, to stand for any 
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tUBg^ witil Aef ba¥e an M€» of lU . A w&rA fltfqr' 
ht af-freqneBt use snd grc^t eredit wkh seveva! 
aufhors, ^ be by them mafc hm of, as if it stood 
fbneme leai being ; but yet, If be that reads cani^ot 
jfaa&e wy distiHct i^a of that beiAg, it iseertaiB to 
him a Hiere etnpty sound without a iReani&g, and he 
li^rM no mofe by ail that is said of it, or attributed 
to it,' than if it MFOPe affirmed only of that- bare 
empty sound. They who would advance in know* 
leidge, and not deceive and swell themsdves with a 
little articulated air, should lay down this as a 
fundamental rule, not to take words for things, nor 
suppose that names in books sigiHfy real entities in 
mature, until they cai> frame clear and distinct ideas 
of those entities. It will 4iot perhaps be allowed. If 
I should set down substantial forms and intentional 
specieSf as such that may justly be suspected to be of 
this kind of insignificant terms. But this I am sure, 
to one that can form no determined ideas of what 
they stand for, they signify nothing at all ; and all 
that he thinks he knows about them, is to him so 
-offif^ knowledge about nothing, and amounts at 
most but to a learned iTigorence. It i^ not wifiioiil 
aU i^son supposed, that tiMfe aw many sudh emp ty 
tsnns to be found in some i^rfied writers, to wbi^ 
iiieiy Ittd ncoufte to eleh out their syslema, wtieic 
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Aeir. ttid^itoidsngt oould aot fumidi dwia wlA^ 
coQceptioiia froM things* Bat yet I faslieve the 
tft^poting of some realities ia natarOt ansvering 
those and the like words, haye mtteh pitjiexidd 
some, and qiute misled others in the study of iit« 
tare* That which in any discourse signifies, / 
knew not what^. should be considered / hmv mt 
wbetiw Where men have any conceptionsj they ' 
can, if they are never so abstruse or abstacted, ex- 
plain them, and the terms they use for them. For 
our conceptions being nothing.but ideas, which are 
all made Up of simple ones. If they cannot give us 
the ideas their words stand for, it is plain ihey have 
Hone* To ji^hat purpose can it be to hiint after hh 
o^neeptions, who has uone, or none distin^? He. 
that knew not what h^ t-imself meant by a learned 
ten», cannot make us know any thing by his use of 
it,' let us beat oar beads about it never so h>Qg« 
Whether we are able to i!;omprehend all the opera- 
tions of natUf^ and the noanners of tbeoK it matters 
not to enquire; bi^t this k certain, that we cum 
compreheiid no mote of them than we can di«tiaftt)>y 
conceive ; and therefore to obtvade tefme where w^ 
have no dislinet conceptions, as if they^d.oontaia 
or rathct conceal atomethittg, is but an iartific^of 
loaraed vamtyji to coyer a delbct iia an hypothesis, 
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9f,our uUderBtatidiags. Words are iiot made t^ 
conceal, but to declare and shew something ; wbere' 
they are by those who pretend to instruct, otherwise 
used, they conceal indeed something; but tha£ 
which they conceal is nothing, but the ignorance, 
error, or sopliistry of the talker, for there is in 
truth nothing else under them. 

SECT. 30. 
Wandering. * 

THAT there is a constant succession and flux of 
ideas in our minds, I have observed in the former 
part of this essay, and' every one may take notice 
Gf it in himself. This I suppose may deserve some 
part of our care in the conduct of our understand* 
ipgs ; and I think it may be of gr^t advantage, if 
we can by use get that power oyer ouroninds, as to 
he able to direct that train of ideas, that so since 
there will new ones, perpetually come into our 
thoughts, by a constant succession, we may be able 
by choice so to direct them, that none may come in 
view, but such as are pertinelit to our present ea«* 
quiry, and in such order as may be most useful to > 
the discovery we are upon; or at least, if some 
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ipipci^ Md tinsooght ideas will offer IheiiMelvet, 

that yet we might be aUe to reject t]ieni, and keep 

them ftftm tekihg-dff <iar imnds firom ite preeeot 

parMOt, and iunder tbem fioiii ruxmiiig away with 

a«9dr t^ugivtt quite from the subject in baad. Tbii 

is nat^ I suspect, aa easy to be 4aiie aa peih^M 

SMfy be imagined ; and yet, for ouglit I know, this 

siay be, if not the chief, yet one of the great diifeF' 

cttoes that carry same men in their raasoning so ($9 

beyond others, where they seem to be naitamlly #f 

equai parts. A proper and effectual remedy for this 

wandering of thoughts, I would be glad to find. 

He that shall propose such an one,^ wbuld do great 

sefTice to the studious and contemplative part of 

mankind, and perhaps help unthinking men to 

Ibecome thijtikiflg« I nrast acknowle^, tiiat 

hi^erto I have diseevered no other way to keep 

eur thoughts dose to their badness, but the endea« 

T»«ring, as nueh aa w4 can; and by firqueot 

attention a|id applieatioOf getting the hahit of 

attention and application. He (hat wiH observe 

4fcbildrea, will find, that even when they endeaveur 

ftdr Qttennoat, they cannot keep their ninda fqpm 

atraggling. The way to cttie k, I am satisfied, la 

ngktmfpfY ^Adtng or beatkig, fen" that presently fills 

^ir headf^h nil the Ideas that; fear^ dreadi or 
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confMsion can offer to them. To bring back gently 
their waodcriDg thoughts, by leading them into the 
p^tbt and going before them i* the train they should 
pursue. Without any rebuke, or so much as taking 
notice, (whei^ it can be ayoided,) of their roving, 
I suppose, would sooner reconcile and inure them 
to attention, than all tho^e rougher methods, which 
jnore distract tbeir thought, and hindering the 
application they would promote, introduce a coiv» 
trary habit* 

SECT. 3U 
Distinctidm. 

DISTINCTION and division are (if I mistake 
not the import of the words) very different things ; 
the one being the perception of a difference that 
nature has placed in .things, the other, our making 
a division where there is yet none, at least, if I may 
be permitted ta<:onsider them in this sense, I think 
I n>ay say of them, that one of them is the most 
necessary and conducive to true knowledge that can 
be ; the other, when top much made use of, serves 
only to puzzle and confound the underslandingv 
To ob^^ve ei^ery the least, diffefeiice thalP is ia 
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.'things, argues a quick and clear sight, and thh 
keeps the understanding steady and right ia its way 
to knowledge. But though it be useful to discern 
every variety that is to be fqund in nature, yet it is 
not convenient to consider ev*ry difference that is 
in things, and^divide them into distinct classes un<^ 
der every such differeiice* This will run us, if 
followed, jnto particulars, (for every individual 
has something that differences it fr6m another,) 
and we shall be able to establish no general truths', 
or else at least shall be apt to perplex the mind 
about them. The collection of several things into 
several classes^ gives the mind more general ziii 
larger views ; but we must take care to unite them 
only in that : and so far as they do agree, for so 
far. they may be united under the consideration. 
For entity itself, that comprehends all things, as 
general as it is, may afford us clear and rational 
conceptions. If we would well weigh and keep^n 
OUT minds. what it is we are considering, that wouM 
best. instruct us when we should or should not 
branch into farther distinctions^ which are to be 
taken only from a due contemplation of things ; to 
whitb there is nothing more opposite th^n the art 
of verbal distinctions, made at pleasuns, in learned 
and abitrarily invented temis^ to: bb applied at a 
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tenttfei whhevit etoi]MrefaeilcB«g mr obtoreybg tftfjr 
liMliwtt HotioiM^ and S0 altogetber fitted, t^ ftrltficiid 
toUl, or Mllpljr loisd m disptAe, wititoul uvf 
dcunog of d^Qiiltiett <^v ad?alice in knewle^*. 
Whuisoevot tubjcct we etemne and woald fgk 
Ju)owkdg^JftVi ^b liiQuld^ ItHinkv Bttke at* 0sihN> 
ltd aad at>Iarg»as iSwiU bear; not ctv tfiere lie. 
811^ dangrr ofthir^ if the idieadf it te setUed and 
detormindoi : for if that be ^o, wd riudi easily dii^ 
tingftith it fjwBi^ any other idea, th^u^ coni|wr^ 
bended^ undes the saine name* for it is tv fence 
afninat Afe entanglemenie of eqaivecal wordsV and. 
the great lurt of so|diistry whiekUevin thedi^ thait 
diatfiiotions haim been) mxdtipljiedv and their use 
thoefifit so neoeMaty*. But liad every distiactv afa^ 
stract' idbo>adi«tinet knoiiirn name^ there would*' be 
little aeediof thb^ multiplied scholastic distiftodonii 
though thofe would be nevertheless as nmcb need 
stiU' of the mind 's/ cteenriklgi the diflbrencw tfaxt< wet 
ia things, and' discrimitiating themi thereby^ one 
from aitoCherv^. It is not thcrafore tiie.ivgiit Mray< to 
knowledge^, to hunt after^ ami fill the- head^witi 
abqndanotf of aitifidataiMb Sefiolastic distinotfoiis^ 
wiierewith leaisfed'men'v writings am often SlUA^; 
jmd we somrtimes find what they tl-eit of so dtvidlsd 
attd snbdividedt. th^t the nund-af the inost attentin 
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reader loses the sight of it, as It is more than pro* 
bable the writer himself did ; for in things crumbled 
into dust, it is in vain to affect or pretend order, or 
expect clearness. To avoid confusion by too few 
or too many divisions, is a great skill in thinking 
as well Us writing, which is but the copying our 
thoughts; but what are the boundaries of the means 
between the two Aitious excesses on bt)th hands, I 
think Is hard to Set down in words : clear and dis- 
tinct ideas is all that I yet know able to regulate it. 
Bat as to verbal distinctions received and applied 
to common terms, /• f. equivocal words, they arc 
more properly, I think, he business of criticisms 
End dictionaries than of real knowledge and philo- 
sophy, since they, for the most part, explain the 
meaning of words, and give us their several signi- 
fications.' The dexterous management of terms, and 
being able to fend and prove with them, I know has 
and does pass \t the world for a great part of learn- 
ing ; but is learning distinct from knowledge, for 
knowledge consists only in perceiving the habitudes 
and relations of ideas one to another, which is done 
without words ; the intervention of a sound helps 
nothing to it. And hence we see that there is least 
use of distinctions where there is most knowledge ; 

K 
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I mean in mathematics, where men have determined 
ideas with known names to them ; and so there 
being no room for equi vocations, there is no need 
of distinctions. In arguing, the opponent uses as 
comprehensive and equivocal terms as he can^ to 
involve his adversary in the doubtfulness of bis 
expressions: this is expected, and therefore the 
answerer on his side makes it his play to distin- 
guish as much as he can, and thinks he can never 
do it too much ; nor can he indeed in that way 
wherein victory may be had without truth ^nd 
without knowledge. This seems to me to be the 

* art of disputing. Use your words as captiously as 
you can in your argulug on one side, and apply 
distinctions as much as you can on the other side, 
to every term, to nonplus your opponent ; so (hat 
in this sort of scholarship, there being no t^oundf 
set to distinguishing, some men have thought ail 
acuteness to have lain in it ; and therefore in all 
tliey have read or thought on, their great business 
has been to amuse themselves with distinctions, and 

'multiply to themselves divisions, at least, more^ 
than the nature of tlie thing required. There seems 
to me, as I said, to be no other rule for this, but a 
due and right consideration x>f things as they are in 
themselves. He that ha$ settled in his mind deter- 
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mined ideas, with names affixed to them, will be 
able both to discern their diflferences one from ano^ 
ther, which is / really distinguis^iing ; and where . 
' the penury of words affords not terms answering 
every distinct idea, will be able to apply proper 
distinguishing terms to the comprehensive and 
equivocal names he is forced to make use of, Thir 
is all the need I know of distinguishmg terms ; and 
in such verbal distinctions, each term of the dis- 
tinction joined to that whose signification it dis- 
tinguishes, IS but a new distinct name for a distinct 
idea. Where they are so, and men hare clear and 
distinct conceptions that answer their verbal ^is-. 
tinctionSi they are right, and are pertinent as far 
as they serve to clear any thing in the subject under 
considieration* And this is that which seems to roe 
the proper and only measure of distinctions and 
divisions ; which he th^t will conduct his under- 
standing right, must not look for in the acutenesa 
of invention, nor the authority of writers, but will 
find only in the consideration of things themselves, 
whether they are led into it by thei| own meditatb 
ons, or the information of books. , 

An aptness to jumble things together, wherein 
can be found aity likeness, is a fault in the underf- 
fitanding on the other sidei which will not fail to 
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mislead it, atid by thus lumping of things, hinder 
the mind from distinct and accurate conceptiona of 
them. 

SECT. 3S.. 

Similks. 

TO ivhich let me here add aiiother near of kin \4 
this, at least in name^ and thlit is lettifig the mind 
»ped the suggestion of any new notion, run imine«- 
' diately after ainkilies. to make it the clearer to itself; 
jwhicb- thou^ it may be agood way and usefot m 
the explaining our thoughts to oth^^x yet it is b]f 
iU> mean^ a right method to settle true notions of 
any thing in oursellrefi# becatisfe similies always fail 
in:, some part, and oome: short of that ei^actntti 
which out* coubqptioiKa sbmrU have to. things, if we 
^irould tbinid !artght« This indeed makes men pfera* 
sibie talkers ;. for thoto are always most acceptable 
in discourse whd have the .way to let in their 
Noughts into other nieh's nlinds with the greatest 
ease and facility, whether those thoughts ace weli 
formed' and tontspond'with things, matters not ; 
•fe^ men care to be instructed bqt at an easy ratew 
Tliejr trho ih their dlscaunHs; strtKethe &m:y, aod 
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take the bearers' conceptions along with them as 
fast as their words flow, are the applauded talkers, 
and go for the only men of clear thoughts. Nothing • 
contributes so much to this as similies, whereby 
men think they themselves understand better, be- 
cause they are the better understood. Byt it is one 
thing to think right, and another thing * to know 
the right way to lay our > thoughts before other^^ 
with adirantage and clearness., be they light or 
wrong. Well chosen simiiies, metaphors, and 
allegories, with metliod and order, do this the best 
of any thing, because being taken from objects 
already known and familiar to the Understanding, 
tlicy are conceived as fast a«' spoken ; and the cor-- 
respondence being concluded, the thing they are 
brought to explain and 'elucidate is thought to be 
understood too. Thus fancy passes for knowledge, 
and what is prettily said is mistaken for splid. I 
say not this to decry metaphor,^ or with design to 
take away that ornament of speech ; my business 
here is not with rhetoricians and orators, but with 
philosophers and lorers of truth ,- to whom I would 
beg leave to give this one rule whereby to try whe* 
ther, in the applkation of their thoughts to any 
thing for the improvement of their knowledge, they 
do in truth cos^prehend the matter before them 
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feally suck as 4t is in itsdf. The way to discoTer 
this is to observe, whether in the laying it before 
themselves or others, they make use only of bor- 
rowed' representations, and ideas foreign to the 
thing, which ate appfied to it by way of acconnno*^ 
datloD, as bearitig some proportion or imagined ^ 
likeness to the subject under consideration. Figured 
ftnd tnetaj^orical expressions do well to illustrate 
more abstruse and unfamil^iar ideas, which the mind 
is not yet thoroughly accustomed to, but tlien they 
must be made use of to illustrate ideas that we al* 
ready have, not to paint to us l^ose which yre yet 
h^ve not. Such borrowed and allusive ideas may 
follow real and solid truth, to set it off when fbund, 
but must by no means be set in ils place, and taken 
for it. If all our isearch has yet reached no tkrthet 
than simile and metaphor, we may assure ourselves 
we rather fancy than know, and are not yet pene- 
trated into the inside and reality of the thing, be it 
what it will, but content ourselves with what our 
imaginations, not tfiings themselves, furnish os 
with. 
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SECT. 33. 

Assent. 



In the whole conduct of the understanding, tbere 
is nothing of more moment than to know when and 
where, and how fer to give assent, and poRsibly 
there w nothing harder. It is very easily said, and 
nobody questions it, that giving and witholding our 
assent, and the degrees of it, should be regulated by 
the evidence which things carry with tliem ; and 
jret we see men are not the better for this rule ; 
some firmly embrace doctrines upon slight grounds, 
some upon no grounds, and some contrary to ap« 
pearance. Some admit of certainty, and are not to 
be moved in what they bold : others waver in every 
thing ; and there want not those that reject all as 
uncertain. What then shall a novice, an enquirer, 
a stranger, do in the case? I answer, use his eyes* 
There is a correspondence in things, and agreement 
and disagreement in ideas, discemable in very dif*- 
ferent degrees, and there are eyes in men to sec 
^em, if they ^ease, only their eyes may be ditti* 
med or dazzled, and the discerning sight in them 
impaired or lost. Interest and passion dazzle,* th^ 
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custom of arguing on any side, even against our 
persuasions^ dims the understanding, land makes it, 
by degrees, lose the fiiculty of discerning clearly 
between truth and felshood,. and so of adhering^ to 
the right side. It is not safe to play with error, 
and dress it up to ourselves or others in the shap^ of 
truth. . The mind by degrees loses its natural relish 
of real solid truth, is reconciled insensibly to any 
thing that can but be' dressed up into any faint ap« 
pearance of it ; and if the, fancy be allowed the place 
of judgment at first in sport, it afterwards comes by 
use to usurp it, and what is recommended by this 
flatterer, (that studies but to please,) is receiveS 
for good. . There are so many ways of fallacy,' such 
arts of giving colour, appearances, and resem- 
blances, by this court-dresser, the fancy, that be 
who is not wary to admit nothing but truth itself, 
very careful not to make his mind subservient to 
any thing else, cannot but be caught. He that has 
a mind to believe, has half assented already ; and h^ 
that by often arguing against his own sense, im. 
poses falshoods on others^ is not far from believing 
himself. This takes away the great distance there 
is betwixt truth and falihood ; it brings them almost 
together, and makes i^ no great odds in things thai 
approach to near, which you take; and whea 
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things are brought to that pass, passion or interest, 
&c. easily, and without being perceived, determine 
-which shall be the right* 

SECT. 34. 

Indifferency. 

1 HAVE said above, that we should keep a per- 
"fed indifferency for all opinions, not wish any of 
them true, or try to make them appear so ; but be- 
ing indifferent, receive and embrace them according 
fis evidence, and that alone gives the attestation of 
truth. They that do thus, i. e. keep their minds 
' indifferent to opinion^, to be determined only by 
Evidence,- which always find the understanding has 
|>erception enough to distinguish between evidehce 
i>r no evidence, betwtKt pU^in ftnd doubtful ; and if 
they lieitiier give lior refuse their assent but by that 
jn^sure, they will be «afe in the opinions* they 
have. Whidh being perhaps but few, this caution 
'Will have also this good in it, that it will put them 
upon consideration, and teach them the necessity of 
Examining more than they do ; without which the 
mitid is but a receptade of inconsistencies, not the 
fttoro-bouseof truths. They that do not keep up 
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this indiiferency in themselves for all but truth, yot 
. supposed, but evidenced in themselves, put colour- 
ed spectacles before their eyes, and look on things 
through false glasses, and then think themselves 
excused in following the false appearances, which 
they themselves pat upon them. I do not expect 
that by this way the assent should in every one be 
proportioned to the grounds and clearness where- 
with every truth is capable to be made out, or that 
men should be perfectly kept from error: that is 
more than human nature can by any means be ad« 
vanced to ; I aim at no such unattainable privilege ; 
I am only speaking of what they should do; who 
would deal fairly with their own minds, and make 
a right use of their faculties in the pursuit of truth ; 
we fiiil theiu a great deal mwe than they fiiil us. It 
is mismanagement more than want of abilities tbat 
men have reason to complain of, and which they 
actually do complain of, in those that differ, frooi 
them. He that by an iadifferency for all but truth, 
suffers not his assent to go &ster than bis evidenccp 
nor beyond it, will learn to examine, and examine 
fairly, instead of presuming ; and nobody will be at 
' a loss or. in danger for want of embracing those 
truths, which are necessary in his station and cir« 
pumstances. In any other way but thisi all th^ 
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vorld arc born to orthodoxy ; they imbibe at first 
the allowed opinions of their country and party, and 
BO 9 never questioning their truth, not one of an 
hundred ever examines. They are applauded for 
presuming they are in the right. He that considers 
is a foe to orthodoxy, because possibly he may devi* 
ate from some of the received doctrines there. And 
thus men without any industry or acquisition of 
their own, inherit local truths, (for it is not the 
^ same every where,) and are inured to assent with- 
out evidence. This influences farther than is 
thought ; for what one of an hundred of the zealous 
bigots in all parties ever examined the tenets he is so 
stiff in, or ever thought it his business or duty so to 
do^? It is suspected of luke-warmness to suppose it 
necessary, and a tendency to apostacy to go about 
it. And if a man can bring his mind once to be 
positive and fierce -for positions, whose evidence he 
has never once ekamined, and that. of matters of 
greatest tonoeniment to turn, what shall keep him 
from this short and easy way of being in the right 
in ca^es of less moment ? Thus we are taught to 
death our minds as we do our bodies, after the 
fashion in vogue, and it is accounted fentasticalness, 
or sometliing worse, not to do so. This custom,. 
which (who dares oppose} makes the short sighted 
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bigots, and the warier sceptics, as for as it pre\ails» 
And those that break from it are in danger of here- 
sy ; for taking the whole world, how much of it 
doth truth and orthodoxy possess together ? Though 
it is by the last alone, (which has the good luck to 
be every where,) that error and heresy are judged 
of; for argument and evidence signify nothing in 
the ca^e, and excuse no where, but are. sure to be 
borne down in all societies by the in&IIible ortho • 
doxy of the place. Whether this be the way to 
truth and right assent, let the opinions that take 
place and perscribe in the several habitable parts of 
the earth, declare, I never saw any reason yet why 
truth might not be trusted to its own evidence : I 
am sure if that be not able to support it, there is no 
fence against error, and then truth and falshood ar^ 
but names that stand for the same thing's. Evidenoe, 
* tl>erefore, is that by which silone every man is, (and 
should be,) taught to regulate his assent, who is 
then, and then only, in the right way when he 
follows it. 

Men deficient in knowledge are usually iii one of 

these three states; cither wholly ignorant ; or as 

doubting of some proposition they have either em^^ 

^ braced formerly, or at present are inclined to ; or, 

lastly, they do with assurance hold and poaseis 
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l>y well grotindea arguments. 

The first df these are in {he best ^tate of the 
fhree, by having their minds yet in thdr perfect 
•fifeedom and indifferency, the Hkelier to pursue 
tmth the better, having no bias yet dapped on te 
mislead *them« 

SECT. 35. 

Indifferenof. 

Fcnr ignorance with an indifierency for truth is 
nearer to it, than opinion with ungrounded inclina- 
tion, which is the great source of error; and they 
are more in danger to go out of the way, who are 
matching under the <?t)nduc! of a- guide, that it is an 
bundned to'one will mislead them, than he that has 
tMrt yet 'taken a step, and is likelier to be prevailed 
on to'enqdine rffter'the right way. The last of the 
threewttsare in the worst condition ©fall; for if a 
man ctfn 'be persnadedand 'folly assured of any thing 
for a-trUth, without having examined what is there 
\_ ttesrt lie may not embnice 'for truth ; and if he has 
^ireu 'himself up to believe a lie, what means is 

X 
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there left to recover one who can be assured without 
examining. To the other two this I crave leave to 
^ay, that as he that is ignorant is in the best state 
of the two, so he should pursue* truth in a method 
suitable to tliat state, /. e. by enquiring directly into^ 
the nature of the thing itself, without minding the 
opinions of others, or troubling himself with their 
questions or disputes about it, but to see what he 
himself can, sincerely searching after truth, find 
out. He that proceeds upon others^ principles in 
his. enquiry into any sciences, though he be resolved 
to examine them and judge of them freely, does yet 
at least put himself on that side, and post himself in 
a party which he will not quit until he be beaten 
out ; by which the mind is insensibly engaged to 
make what defence it can, and so is unawares bi- 
assed. I do not say but a man should embrace some 
opinion when he has examined, else he ^xaihines to 
no purpose ; but the surest arid safest way is to have 
no opinion at a)l until he has examined, an4, that 
without any the least regard to the opinions or sys- 
tems of other men about it. For example^ were 
it my business to understand physic', would not the 
safer and readier way be to consult nature herself^and 
inform myself in the history of diseases and tlieir 
cures, than espousing the principles of the dogma- 
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tists, methodistsj^ or chymists, engage io all tlie 
disputes concerning either of those system^, and 
suppos6 it true, until I have tried what thty ean 
say to beat me out of it. Or, supposing that Hip- 
pocrates, or any other book, infallibly contains the 
whole art of physic, would not the direct way be to 
study, read, and consider that book, weigh and 
compare the parts of it, to find the truth, rather 
than espouse the doctrines of any party ; who» 
though they acknowledge his authority, have aL 
ready interpreted and wire-drawn all his' text to 
their own sense ; the tincture whereof when I have 
inibibed, I am more in. danger to misunderstand his 
true meaning, than if I had come to him with a 
mind unprepossessed by doctors and commentators 
of my sect, whose reasonings, interpretation, and 
language, which I have been used to, will of course 
make all chime that way, and make another, and 
perhaps the genuine meaning, of the autho/ seem 
harsh, strained, and uncouth to me» For words 
having naturally none of their own, carry that 
signification to the hearer that he is used to put 
upon them, whatever be the sense of him that 
uses them, ' This, 1 think, is visibly so ; and if 
it be, he that begins to have any doubt of any of his 
tenets, which he received without examination. 
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ought, aa much- as he can, to- puU himself whoU)^ 
into this state of ignorance in reference to that 
question, and throwing wholly by all his former 
notions, and the opinions of others^ examine, with 
a peHect indifferency, the question in its aouroey 
without any inclination to either side, or any. regard 
tO'hl» or others unexamined opinions^ This L owi^ 
i»^ no^easy thing* to. do,, but I am not enqpiring.tha 
easy, w^y to* opinion^ but the right way tb-truth.; 
whiiih they must follow who: will deal &irly witlk 
tbeb oGivjEii understandings wd tbeiri Qwiv sonlli. 

SECT. 36a 

ftuestim. 

THE itidiffer^cy &at T here propose, will alscv 
enable tHem to^statfc^ the-qnestion: right, which- tJiey 
are in dbubt about, without which tHey caii never 
come ttr a fSir and'clesr decision of it. 

SECT. 37. ' 

Perseverance. 

ANOTHER fruit from, this: indiffisttncy, and 
the coosidenng. thin^ in themaelfcs, abstsact from 
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•ur own opinions and other tnen's notions^ and 
discourses on them, will be that each ni^n will pui'- 
gue his thoughts intbat method which will be most 
agreeable to the nature of the things and to his 
apprehension of what it suggests to him.; in whicK 
he ought to proceed with regularity and constancy, 
until he come to a well-grounded resolution wherein 
he may acquiesce. If it be objected that this will 
're(juire every mjm to be a scholar, and quit all his 
other business^ and betake himself wholly to study, 
I answer,. I propose no more to any one than he has 
.time ibr. Some men's state and condition require 
lio great extent of knowledge^ the necessary provi- 
sion for life swallow the greatest part of their time. 
But one man's want of leisure is no excuse for the 
oscitancy and ignorance of those who have timie to 
$pskre I and every one has. enough, to get as much 
.knowledge as is retiulred and expected of him ; and 
he that does not that, is in love with ignorance, and 
is accountable for itv 

SECT. 38- 

Presumption.. 

The variety of distempers in« men!s minds is as 
gr^at as* of those in. their bodies ; some arc epidemic, 



,y Google 



118 

fetf efcope &em, dnd every oae too^ U he wooU 
4(»dk into bimsetfy would find some defiset of his 
fSfftiaAaaf geMos, There is scarce aay one without 
some idiosyndrady^ tha* he suffers by» Thismaa 
prestimes upon his parts, that they will not &U him 
at time ef it«^, and so Ifhinks it superfluous labour 
to make ady pi^vision befiMre-hand, His IlQde^ 
^tanditig is' tahim like Fortunatus's purse, which 
is always to 'fornish him withoat ever putting any 
thhlg^ into^ it before^hand ;. and so be sits stiil satis- 
fiedy without endeavouring to store his understand. 
ing with knowledge* It is the spontaneous product 
of the country, and what need of labour in tillage? 
Such metf may spread their native riches before the 
ignovant ; but they were best not eome tot stress anci 
trial witii- the skilfuU We are bom igBorantof 
everything. The superficies of things ftat sur- 
trnvd them, make impiressions' on the negligentf 
fcuf nobody penetrates into the inside without labour, 
attention, and industry. Stoned and timber grov 
of themselves ; but yet there is no uniform pile,, 
with symmetry and convenience to lodge in, with- 
out toil and pains. God has made the intellectual 
world harmonious and beautiful without us ; but it 
will never come into our heads all at once ; we must 
bring it honm piece-nieali asod tbece set it «p by our 
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own indiiatryi, of etee w^^aball b^i»e nQthtDgbqi 
dairkness. zjbA a chaos, within^ wbatevep custiBtr mi 
Ugbt there be ia Hmkg^ without ua« 

SECT. 39. 
Hespandmcy. 

ON the other si^, there are others that deprees 
their own minds, despond at the first difficulty, and 
conchide that the getting an insight in any of the 
sciences, or making any progress in knowledge, 
ferther than serves their ordinary hushiese, is abore 
their capacities. These sit sdU, because they think 
they have not legs to go> a» the others 1 last menti- 
oned do, because they think they have wings to iy , 
and can soar on high when they please* To diese 
latter one may for answer apply the proverb, use kgs 
mtd htm Ugs. Nobody knows what strength of parts 
)»B has, until he has tried them. And of the un« 
derstanding one may most truly say, that its foree 
is greater generally tha& it thinks^ until it is put to 
it. Viresfue ^9C^irit eutub* 

And therefore the proper remedy here is but to 
set the mind to work, and apply, the thoughts vigo* 
niusly to the busiDess i for ii holds in the struggle 
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of the mlndy as in those of war, dum putant se t;/«- 
cere vieere ; a persuasion that we shall overcome 
any difficulties that we meet with in the sciences^ 
seldom fails to carry us through tliem* Nobody 
knows Ae strength of his mind, and tlie force of 
steady and regular application, until he has tried^ 
This is certain, he that sets out upon weak legs^ 
will not only go farther, but grow stronger too, 
than one who with a vigorous -constitution,, and 
firm limbs, only sits still. 

Something of kin to this^ men may observe in 
themselves, when the mind frights itself, (as it 
often does,) with any thing reflected on in gross, 
and transiently viewed, confusedly, and at a dis* 
tance. Things thus offered to the mind, carry the 
shew of nothing but difficulty in them^ and are 
thought to be wrapped up in impenetrable obscurity* 
But the t^uth is, these are nothing but spectres that 
the understanding raises to itself, to flatter its own 
laziness. It sees, nothing distinctly in things re«^ 
mote, and in a huddle, and therefore concludes too 
faintly,, that there is nothing more clear to be dis- 
covered in theip. It is but td a{^roach nearer, and 
that mist of our own raising that enveloped them, 
will remove ; and those 4hat in the mist appeared 
hideous giants not to be grappled withi will be 
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£QUiid.to>b« of the ordinary and" natural tize mdi 
shape. Things that in a. remote and , confused view 
aeem very oUcire, inuat be approached by gentle 
and regular * dtep&. ; and what: is. moat visible^, easyv 
and obvious^ in them first considered* Reduce them 
into their distinct partft ;. and- tfeeui in. their due or-» 
den brang all.th^t flffaould be known oonceming ev^er^ 
«ne o£ those parts*, wto plain> and* simple questi^ns^ 
and tben^ what was. thought obscure^ perplexed^ 
and too hand for our weak parts» willi lay ilBelf 
•p«i to the' undmntanding' in a Ma \;iew/^ and let 
-ftie mind into » that which before it was: awed witiv 
and kept at a* distance fjBom, ae. wholly myateriouab 
I appeal to myr^adbi-s e»perienGei whether thia 
Ites^neiseB happened tohiniy especially when bnaj; 
an ccne tking>. he has occasionally reflected on ano?* 
thfiXi i^ek him^ wfaetbsr he ha& never thua beei^ 
aeaitid wkb a suddi^a^ optnioa of mi^ty diiiieulliaa» 
wMcht yet haTo/vaniabed when ha^haa 8ei:i3on8ly aftd 
methodbsaUy applied- hiimelf to. the- cowide^SB^tm of 
thia seeming tesrible subject ; and these ha^ bees 
so odier matter of astonishment teftv but Aathe 
amused himselC with sa. discouraging ^ proapecl of 
his^ Oiwn raising, about a matter whick in the hand^ 
ling waa found to^ bare nothing ia it ntore* atrange 
nor intxicaite- than^ several qtker things. w^ck k^had 
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long since, aiid with ease mastered. This experi- 
ence should teach us how to deal with such bugbears 
another time, which should rather serve to^excite 
our vigour, than enervate our industry. The surest 
way for a learner, in this as in all other cases, is 
not to advance by jumps and large .strides ; let that 
which he sets himself to learn next, be indeed the 
next, /. e. as nearly conjoined with what he know9 
already as is possible ; let it be distinct, but not re- 
mote* from it : let it be new, ahd what he did not 
Jcnow before, that the understanding may advance ; 
but let it be as little at once as it may be, that its 
a4vances may be clear and sure* AlKthe ground 
that it geta this way it will hold. This distinct, 
gradual growth in knowledge is firm and sure, it 
carries its owp light with it in every step of its pro- 
gression in an easy and orderly train, than which 
there is nothing of jnore use to the understanding.. 
And though thiis perhaps may seem a very slow and 
lingering way to knowledge, yet 1 dare confidently 
affirm, that whoever will try it in himself, or any 
one he will teach, shall .find the advances greater ia 
this, method*, than they would in the same space of 
time have been in any other. he could have taken* 
The greatest part of true knowledge lies in a dis- 
tinct perception of .things in thei^selvea dL^inct* 
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And gome men give more clear light and knowledge 
by the bare distmct stating of a question, than 
otiiers by talkhig of it in gross whole hours toge- 
ther. In this, they who state a question, do no 
more but separate and disentangle the parts of it one 
from another, and lay them when so disentangled, in 
their due order. This often, without any more ado, 
resolves the doubt, and shews the mind where the 
truth lies. The agreement or disagreement of the 
ideas in question, when they are once separated and 
distinctly considered, is, in many cases, presently 
perceived, and thereby clear and lasting knowledge 
* gained ; whereas things in gross taken up together, 
and so lying together in confusion, can produce in 
the mind but a confused, which in effect is ho, 
knowledge ; or at least, when it comes to be exa- 
mined, and made use of, will prove little better' 
than none. I therefore take the liberty to repeat 
here again what I have said elsewhere, that in 
learning any thing, as little should be proposed to 
the mind at once, as is possible ; and that being 
understood and fully mastered, to proceed to the 
next adjoining part yet unknown, simple, unper- 
plexed proposition belonging to the matter in hand, 
and tending to the clearing what is principally 
designed* 
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5ECT. 40. 

Analqgy. 

ANALOGY 18 oT great use to the mind in many 
cases, especially in natural philosophy^ and that 
part of it chiefly which consists in happy and suc- 
cessful experiments. But here we must take care 
that we keep ourselves within that wherein the ana- 
logy consists^ For example, the acid oil of vitriol 
is found to be good in such a case, therefore the 
spirit of nitre or vin^ar, may be used in the like 
case. If the good effect of it be owing wholly to 
the acidity of it, the trial, may be justified; but if 
there be something else 'besides the acidity ifl the 
oil of vitriol, which produces the good we desire itt 
the case, we mistake that for analogy, which is not, 
and suflfer our understanding to be misguided by a 
wrong supposition of analogy where there is none. 

SECT. ^1. 

THOUGH .1 have in the aectmd'bi»>k i)f«9 
essay concemmg human understandings te^dStid^ 
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ftistorieally, a^ giving a view of the Understanding 
itt this as welli as its several 6lhet itrays of operating^ 
rather than designing there to enquire into the re- 
tticdies, ought to be applied to it. It will, under 
ftrts latter consideration, afford other matter of 
thought to those who have a mind to instruct them- 
selves thoroughly in the right way of conducting 
fheiriinderstandings ; and tliat the rather, because 
fliis, if I mistake jiot, is as frequent a cause of 
mist^k-e and error in us, as perhaps any thing els6 
lirt* can be named, and is a disease of the mind a« 
bard to be cured as afty ; it being a very hard thirig 
t^ ooftvince «tiy cfrre that things are not so, atid 
Aataral4y so ai'they constantly appear to him. 

By this one easy and unheeded miscarriage of 
(he u^nderstanditTg, ^a^dy and loose foiindati6'nS 
b^O^W infdiibte principles, and. witt not suffc^ 
Aenisekes tb be torched or questioned : such un- 
i^AfuTaflTorirtections becomfe by custom as natural td 
flie inmdi a^ smk atfd light. Fire and warmth go 
ft^ther ; 2tttd so seem towcHiYy with tlidrti a6 natu- 
i^al an evidence as sdf-evidfent truths themselves. • 
And wiiere then shall one With hopes of success 
begin the tirres ? Many men firmly^ embrace fals- 



,y Google 



125 

hood for trutli ; not only because tlicy never 
thought otherwise^ but also because thus blinded as 
they have been from the beginning, they never 
could think otherwise ; at least without a vigour of 
mind able to contest the empire of habit, and look 
into its own principles ; a freedom which few men 
have the notion of in themselves, and fewer are 
allowed the practice of by others ; it being the 
great art and business of the teachers and guides in 
most sects to suppress, as much as thcy^can, this 
fundamental duty which every man owes himself, 
and is the first steady step towards right and trutli 
in the whole train of his actions and opinions* 
This would give one reason to suspect, that such 
teachers are conscious to themselves of the falshood 
or weakness of the tenets they~profess, since they 
will not suffer the grounds whereon they are built 
to be eKatnined ; when as those who seek truth on« 
ly, and desire to own and propagate nothing else, 
freely expose their principles to the test, and are 
pleased to have, them examined, give men leave to 
reject them if they can ; and if there be any thing 
weak and unsound in them, are willing to haVie it 
detected, that they themselves,' as well as others, 
may not lay any stress upon any received proposi* 
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tion beyond what the cTidence of its truth wiM 
warrant and allow. 

There is, I know, a great fault amone all sort^ 
of people, of principirng their children and scho- 
lars; which at last, when looked into, amounts to 
no more, tut making them imbibe their teachers* 
notions and tenets, by an implicit faith, and firmly 
to adhere to them whether true or false. What 
colours may be given to this, or of what use it may 
be when practised upon the vulgar, destined to la- 
bour, and given up to the service of their bellies, I 
will not here enquire. But as to the ingenuous 
part of mankind, whose condition allows them 
leisure, and letters, and enquiry after truth ; I can 
see no other right way of principling them j but t» 
take heed, as much as may be, that in their tender 
years, ideas that have no natural cohesion, cqme 
not to be united in their heads, and that this rule 
be often inculcated to them to be their guide in the 
whole course of their lives and studies, viz. that 
they never suffer any ideas to be joined in their 
understandings, in any pther or stronger combina^ 
tion than what their own nature and fcorrespondence 
give them ; and that they often examine those that 
they find linked together in their minds, whether 
Vhis association of ideas be from the visible agree- 
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inent that is ii]i .the ide4« thenyselves, or from tfaie 
habitual and prevailing castom of the mind )omin% 
them thus togetlier in thinking. 

This is for caution against this evi]| before it be 
jthoroughly rivetted by custom in the understanding; 
but he that would cure it when h^bit has established 
at| must nicely observe the very quick, a<nd almost 
impe^Qcptible motions of the mind in its babituail 
^ctioRS^ What I have ^s^id in another place about 
the changjB .of the ideas of sj^m^ ii^to those of judg- 
pent, may h» prpof of this, h'^t any one not skillr- 
pd in pointing, be told when he §ees bottles and 
tobacco-pipes, and P^b^r tJwfl®s so painted, as they 
l^re in 3on>e places slxewn^ thai; be doe^s not see 
prQttfJ)eranpie8, and you wjlj AQt convince him but 
}>y the toujch : he will not b^Ueye tliat by an instan- 
taneous legerdi^ipain of his a^vn thpughts, one idc^ 
is substituted for the pthfin How frequent instance* 
m^y ope meet with of this in the arguings of th« 
jLearned, who npt seldpjai in two ideas that tbey 
have been accastome^I to join in their minds, sub- 
stitute 6ne for the other ; and, I am apt to thinks 
pften without perceiving it themselves. This, 
whilst they are under the deceit of it, makes them 
^wapable gjf ^opvictiqn, and tbey applaud them- 
jSj^V^S- ^ i^l^pJcH^ qb^oppipps Jfpr. trgthi whop iad^ed 



,y Google 



129 

threy are- contending for error. And the confusion 
of two different ideas ^ which a customary connec- 
tion of them in their minds hath made to them 
almost one, fills their head with false views, and 
their reasoning with false consequences. 

SECT. 42. 

Fallacies^, 

RIGHT understanding consists in the discovery 
and adherence to* truth, and that in the perception 
^ ef the visible or probable agreement or disagreement 
of ideas, as they are affirmed and denied one of 
another. From whence it is evident, that the right 
ttse and conduct of the understanding, whose busi- 
ness is purely truth, and nothing else, is,^ that the 
mind should be kept in' a perfect indifferency,. not 
inclining to either side, any farther than, evidence 
settles it by knowledge, or the over balance of pro- 
bability gives it the turn, of assent and belief;, but 
yet it is very hard to meet with any discourse, 
wherein one rtiay not perceive the author not only 
maintain,, (for that is reasonable and fit,} but in- 
clined ^nd biassed to one side of the question, with: 
jpaaJw of a desire that it sliould be true. 
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If it be (idled me, how authors who have such « 
bias, ai\d iean to it may he discovered ; I answer, 
by observing how m their writixigj or arguings they 
aro often led by their inclinations to change the 
ideas of the ques^tion, either by changing the terms, 
or by adding and joining others to them, whereby 
the ideas under consideration are so varied, as to be 
more serviceable to their purpose, and to be thereby 
brought to an easier and nearer agreement, or mdre 
visible and remoter disagreement on^ with another, 
This is plain and direct .sophistry ; but I am far 
from thinking, that wherever it ia found it is made 
tiie o^f with design to deceive * and mislead the 
readers. 

. It is visible that men's prejudices and incjtnaticms 
by this way impose often upon .themselves ; and 
tlieir affection for trutli,. under their preposaessiQn 
in flavour of one side, is the very thing that leads 
them from it. Inclinatiosi suggests and sitdea into 
Iheir diacourtc favourable terms, which introduce 
l&vourable ideas, until at iaat by thia tneatta, that ia 
concluded cl'^ar and evident, thus dressed up, which 
.taken in its native state, })y making use of nozie bol 
the precise determined ideas, would find no admit"* 
tancc at all. The putting these glosses on what they 
affirm, these, as they are thought, iiandsome^ easy^ 
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and graceful explications, of what they are di&- 
couiaing oo, b so much the character of what is 
called and esteemed writing well, that it \a very hard 
^ think that authors will ever be persuaded to leave ^ 
what serves so well to propagate tlieir opinions, and 
' procure themselves credit in the worlds for a more 
jejune and dry way of writing, by keeping to the 
same terms precisely annexed to the same ideas ; a 
sour and blunt stitfness tolerable in mathematicians 
only, who force their way, and make truth prevail 
by irresistible demonstration. . 

But yet if authors cannot be prevailed with to 
^nittbe looser, though more insinuating ways of 
writing, if they will not think fit to keep close to 
truth and instruction by im varied terms, and plain 
unsophisticated arguments, yet it concerns readers 
aot to be imposed on by fiiUacies, and the prevailing 
ways of instruction. To do this, the surest, and 
9ost efiectual remedy is, to &c in the mind the dear 
jmd distinct ideas of the question stripped of words ; 
and so likewise in the train of argnmentatton, to 
to Cake up the author's ideas neglecting his words^ 
observing how they connect or separate tboae in the' 
question. He that dots this will be able to cast off 
sdl that is sK^rfluous ; be will see what is pertinenty 
Mrh^^ohereatf what is direct to, what slides by the. 
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question. This will readily shew him all the foreign 
ideas in^ the discourse, and where they are brought 
in ; and though they perhaps dazzled the writer, 
yet he will perceive that they give ho light nor 
strength to his reasonings. 

This, though it be the shortest and easiest way 
of reading books with pro(it| and keeping one's self 
from being misled by great names or plausible dis- 
courses ; yet it being hard and tedious to those who 
have not accustomed themselves to it it ; it is not to 
be expected that every one, (amongst thdse few who 
really pursue truth,) should this way guard his un- 
derstanding from being imposed on by the wilful^ 
or at least undesigned sophistry, which creeps into 
most of the books of argument. They that write 
against their conviction, or that next to them, are 
resolved to maintain the tenets of a party they are 
engaged in, candot be supposed to reject any arm» 
that may help to defend their cause,, and therefore 
such should be read with the greatest caution. And 
they who write for opinions they are sincerely per- 
suaded of, and believ^e to be true^ think they may 
86 far allow themselves to^ indulge their laudable 
affection to truth, a» to permit their esteem of it, to> 
give it the best colours, and set it off with the best 
expressions and dress they can, thereby to gain, i^- 



,y Google 



133 

Ike easiest entrance kto tb€ i^ds of their leadersj 
and fix it deepest there. 

One of those being the state of mind we majr 
justly suppose most! writers tp be in, it is fit their 
readers, who apply to ihcm for instruction,, should 
not lay by ttwit caotiot) which becomes a sincere 
pursuit of truth, and should make them always 
watchful. agaiusl whatever might conceial or misre- 
present it. If they have not the.skiU of repre&entr 
ing to tliemselves th^e author'^ sense by pure id^aa 
^parated froa^ pounds, aod thereby divejBted of the 
^Ise Iigh<ts and deceUfiil ornajsients of speech ; this 
yet fbisy $hmid d«^, tbey should keep the precise 
4|i).estiea 9tea4ily m their minds, carry it along with 
tbem tlirough the whole discourse, and sufiFer not 
th^ least alteration in the terms, either by j^dditioa, 
substraction, or substituting any other. This every , 
oae <caQ do who has a mind^ to it ; and he that has 
not a Qiind to it, it is plain maktes his understajuling 
only the warehouse of other men's lumber ; I mean 
.^l&e and unconcluding reasonings, rajther than a 
reppsitory of truth for his own usc^ which will prove 
substantial, and stand him in siesid when lie has oc- 
casion for it. And whether such an one deals fairly 
by bi9 9wn mind, aad conducts bis own under- 
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»tanding right, I leave to hit own understanding to 
judge, 

SECT. 43. 
Fundamental Verities. 

THE mind of man being very narrowband so slow 
in making acquaintance with things, and taking in 
new truths, that no one man is capable, in a much 
longer life than ours, to- know all truths; it be- 
come;s our prudence in our search after , knowledge", 
to employ our thoughts about fmidamental and ma* 
terial questions, carefully avoiding those that are 
trifling, and not suffering ourselves to be diverted 
from our main even purpose, by those that are 
merely incidental. How much of many ^oung 
men's time is thrown away in purely logical enqui* 
ries, I need not mention. This is no better than 
if a man who was to be a painter, should spend all 
- his time in examining the threads of the several 
cloths he is to paint upon, and counting the hairs 
of each pencil and brush be intends to use in the 
laying on of his colours. ' Nay, it is much" worse 
than for a young painter to spend bi& apprenticeship 
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m stich useless niceties ; for he at the end of all his 
pains to no purpose, fihds that it is not paintings 
tior any help to it^ and so is really to no purpose* 
Whereas men designed tor scholars have often their 
heads so jSlled and warmed with disputes on logical 
questions, that they take those airy useless notions 
for real and substantial knowledge, and think their 
understandings so well furnished with science, that 
they need not look any farther into the nature of 
things, or descend to the mechanical drudgery of ex- 
periment and enquiry. This is so obvious a mis- 
management of the understanding, and that in the 
professed way to knowledge, that it could not be 
passed by ; to which might be joined abundance of 
questions,' and the way of handling of them in the 
schools. What faults in particular of this kindf 
every man is, or may be guilty of, would be infinite 
to enumerate, it suffices to have shewn that superfi- 
cial and slight discoveries and observations that con- 
tain nothing of moment in themselves, nor serve as 
clues to lead us into ferther knowledge, should be 
, lightly passed by, and never thought worth our 
searching after. 

' There are fundamental truths that lie at the bot- 
tom, the basis upon which a great many others rest, 
and in which they have their consistancy. These 
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»re teeming tmA^ rith ki store, trith which llicy 
forrnlsh the xAitid, and/ like .the lights df heaven/ 
are Ddt o«ly be^ttiiiul- and enl^rtaioing in thcm« 
de^s, but give light and ev«ience to other things, 
Ihat withotit them tould not be seen or knoDi^m 
Sach is that admitabie discovery of Mr, Newtxm, 
that aU bodies gi-arntate to one another, which may 
te coonted as the basts of" natural philosophy; 
which of what nsc it is to the understanding of ttwj 
gf«at frame of our solar system he has to the asto- 
nishment of ^the learned world shewn, and liow 
moth fartheir it would goitfc ms in o^er things, if 
lightly pyarsue^, is not yet known. Our Saviour's 
gv&xt rule, that tu? should lerve 9ur mighbour as 9ur^ 
alves^ is yoch a fundamental truth for the.regnlatiBg 
k»nau society ; that, I thinks that by that aJone, 
<»ie might withxmt difHculty, determine all the cases 
and doubts in social morality. These, and such as^ 
tibese are Ae truths we should endeavotir'to find out, 
and stof^f our miikls with. Which leads me t<y ano^ 
thtr A<i»»g in the conduct of the vndefirtagadiiig^ that 
is iio fes9 neeessaffy, nm.^ 
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6ECT. U, 

Botto7ning. 

TO accustom ourselves m any question proposed 
to Examine and find out upoii what it bottoms* 
Most of the difficulties that come in otv way, whcA 
well considered' and traced, lead us to some propo- 
sition, which known to be true, clears the doubt, 
and gives an easy solution of the question, whilst 
topical and superficial arguments, of which there is 
store to be found on both sides, filling ilie head with 
variety of thoughts, and the mouth with copious 
discourse, serve only to amuse tlie understanding, 
«nd entertain company without coming to the bot- 
tom of the question, the only place of rest and sta- 
bility for an inquisitive mind, whose tendency is 
' only to truth and knowledge. 

For example, if it be demanded, whether the 
Grand Seignior can lawfully take what h%irill from 
any of his people ? This question cannot be lesolv- 
cd without coming to a certainty, wliether alj mea 
are naturally equal ; for upon that it turns, and that- 
♦juth w.ell settled in the understanding, and carriAJ 
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ID the ntind through the various debates concerning 
the various rights of men in society, will go a great 
way in putting an end to them, and shewing on 
which side the truth is. 

SECT. 45. 

Transferring of Thoughts. 

THERE is scarce any thing more for the im« 
provement of knowledge, for the ease of life, and 
the dispatch of business, than for a roan to be able 
to dispose of his own thoughts ; and there is scarce 
any thing harder in the whole conduct of the un~dfer- 
standing than to get a full mastery over it. The 
mind, in a waking man, has always some object 
that it applies itself to; which, when we are lazy 
or unconcerned, we can easily change, and at plea- 
sure transfer pur thoughts to another, and from 
thence to a third, which has no relation to either of 
the former. Hence men forwardly conclude, and 
frequently say, nothing is so free as thought, and 
it were well it were so ; but th^ contra^ win be 
'found true in several instances ; and there are ipany 
cases wherein there is nothing more restive and un- 
governable than our thoughts : they will not be 
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greeted what objects to pursue^ nor be |aken ofif 
from those they have once fixed on, but run atyay 
.with a tnan m pursuit of those ideas they haye in 
view, let him do what he can, 

I will not here mention again what I have above 
taken notice of, how hard it is to get the mind naic* 
rowed by a custom of thirty or forty years standing 
to a scanty collection of obvious and common ideas, 
to enlarge itself to a more copi(>us stock, and grow 
info an acquaintance with those, that would aiford 
more abundant matter of useful contemplation ; it \a 
not of this I am here speaking. The inconvenience 
I would here represent and find a remedy for, is the 
difficulty there is sometimes to transfer our min4& 
from one- subject to another, in ca^es where the 
ideas are equally familiar to us. 

Matters that are recommended to our thoughts 
by any of our passions, take possession' of our 
minds with a kind of authority, and will not be 
kept but or dislo<^ed, but as if the passion that 
rules, were, for the time, the sheriff of the place, 
and came with all the posse, the understanding i? 
seized and taken with the object it introduces, as if 
it had a legal right to be alone considered ther^, 
.There is scarce any body, I think, of so calm a 
temper who hath not sometime ibund this tyranny 
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on lirs understanding, and suffered under the incos* 
venie^nce of it. Who is there almost whose mind* 
at some time or other, love or anger, fear or grief 
hal not so fastened to some clog, that it could not 
turn itself to any other object. I call it a clog, for 
it hangs upon the mind^so as to hitider its vigour 
and activity in the pursuit of other contemplations, 
and advances itself little or not at all in the know* 
ledge of the thing which it so dosely hugs and con- 
stantly pores on. Men thus 'possessed, are some- 
times as if they were so in the worst sense, and lay 
under the power of anJnchanttnent* They see not 
what passes before their eyes, hear not the audible 
discourse of the cojiipany ; and when hy any strong 
appjication to'them th<;y are roused a little, they are 
like men brought to themselves fropi some remote 
region ; whereas in truth they come no farther than 
their secret cabinet within, where they have been 
wholly taken up with the puppet, which is for that 
time appointed for their entertainment, the shame 
that such dumps cause to weli-bred people, when it 
carries, them away from the company, where they 
should bear a part in tlie conversation, is a sufficient 
argument, that it is a fault in the conduct of bur 
understanding, not to have that power over it as to 
«Qake use of it to those purposes, and on thos^ oc« 
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caaions wherein we have need of its assistance. 
The mind should be always free, and ready to turn 
itself to the variety of objects that occur, and allow 
them as much consideration as shall for that time 
be thought fit. To be engrossed so by one objecti 
as not to be prevailed on to leave it for another that 
we judge fitter for our contemplation, is to make It 
of no use to us. Did^ tlu» state of mind remain al- 
ways so, every one^would, without scruple, give it 
the name of perfect madness ; and while it does last, 
at whatever intervals it returns, such a rotation of 
thoughts about the same object no more carries us 
forwards towaids the attainment of k^wledge, than 
getting upon a mill- horse, whilst he jogs on in his 
circalar trac^ would carry a man a journey. 
- I grant soiiiething must be allowed to l^itlmate 
passions, and* to natural inclinations. Every man 
beiskles occasional affections, has beloved studies,: 
. and those the nvind will mope closely stick %o ; but 
yet it is test that it should be always at liberty, and 
under Hie free disposal of the man^ to act hxrw^ and 
Xi^p&ii what h« directs. This we should endeavour 
io obtAin^, unless we would be <xmtent with such i 
jflaw in om ttndwstanding, that soraetimesLwe shoa^d 
iieas it were witbourtt; for it is very little better 
. itaok''^ in casein where we ^aimot make "use oflt t& 
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tkosc purposes wc would, and which stand in pre- 
sent ne«d of it# 

But before fit remedies can be thought on.for this 
disease, we must know the several causes of it, and 
thereby regulate the ciire, if we will hope to labour 
with success. 

One we have already instanced in, whereof all 
men that reflect have so general a knovrledge, and so 
often an experience in theinsdves,^ that nobody 
doubts of it. A prevailing passion so pins dowA our 
thoughts to the object and concern of it, that a roan 
passionately in love cannot bring himself to think of 
his ordinary affairs, nor a kind mother drooping 
under the loss of a child, is not able ta bear a part 
as she was wont in the discourse of tl^ company or 
conversation of her friends. 

But though passion be the most obvious and ge- 
neral, yet it is not the only cause that binds up the 
understanding,, ^nd confines it for the time to one 
object, from which it will nof 'be taki^n oflf. 

Besides this, we may often find that the under- 
standing when it has lawhile employed hseif upon a 
subject which either chance, or some slight accident, 
offered to It without the interest or recbmmendatioti 
of any passion works itself Into atirarmth; and by 
degrees gets into a care^, wherein, like a bowl 
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down a hiU» it inciieases its motion by goirfgi and 
will not be 8t<>pped or diverted, though, wheii thb 
heat is over, it sees all this earnest application was 
aI>out a trifle not worth a thought, and all the paim 
employed about k, lost labour. 

There is a third sort," if I mistake not;* yet lower 
than this ; it is a sort of childishness, if I may so 
s'ay^ of the understandiiig, wherein, daring the fit, 
it piays with, ai^d dandle^s some insignificant puppet 
to no end, nor with *any design at all, and yet can* 
not easily be got off fronvit. Thus some trivial 
sentence, or a scrap of poetry will sometimes get 
into men's heads, and make such a chimii^ there^ 
that there is no billing of it ; no peace to be obtainr 
ed, nor atteijtion-to any thing else> but this imper- 
tinent guest will take up the mind, ^nd possess, the 
thoughts kt sjHgbt of all endeavour^ to get ild of it. 
Whether every one hath experimented in themselves 
this troublesome intrusion- of some frisking ideas 
which thus Importune the understanding,, and hin- 
der it from being better employed^ I know not* 
But persons of very good parts, and those more than 
one, I have heard speak and complain of it them- 
selves. . Th<? reasoi^ I have to make this doubt, is 
from what I ha^e know in a case something of kin 
to thiS| though much odder, and that is of a sort of 
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Vision that tome people have lying^quiet but pef* 
fectly awake in the daiic, or with fhclr eyes sh\3k. 
It is a great Tariety of facesy most conimoiiiy very^ 
odd oni^y that appear to' them in train one after' 
another ; mo that having had ju9t the iighf of one^ it 
immediately passes away to gite place to another^ 
that the same instant succeeds, and has as quick an 
exit as its leader, and so they march on in a constant 
succession ,- nor can any one of them by any endea- 
Tour be stopj^ed or retained beyond the instant of its 
appearance^ but is thrust out by its follower, which 
will have its turn, Cotieenung this fantastical phae* 
nomenon^l have talked with several people^ wliere- 
of some have been perfectly acquainted with it, and 
ethers have been so wholly strangers to it, that they 
could hardly be brought to conceive or believe it* I 
knew a lady of excellent parts who had got past- 
thirty without having eTer had the Jeast iwticfe of 
any such a thing ; she was so great ta strahger to iti 
that when she heanl me and another talkitig of'it^ 
could scarce fod^bear thinking we bafctte'red fcr^ but' 
fcometytee after drinking a tatge dose of <filabetea,'' 
"(as she was ofderfed by a physfckn,J gtfftsg to bedi^' 
ilie told us at li^xt meeting, that riieiiad now exper 
Timented wliat our discourse hadm^h'adoi^apep- 
imade her oft * She has seeir^ giieat vari^y dP^Ms 
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|ii a long train^ succeeding, one another, as we had 
described, they were all strangers and intruders, 
such as she had no acquaintance with before, nor 
sought after then, and as they came of themselves 

"they went too ; none of them staid a moment^ nor 
could be detained by all the endeavours she could 
use, but went on in their solemn procession, just 
appeared and then vanished. This odd phxnome* 
nou seems to have a mechanical cause, and to depeitd 
upon the matter and motion of the Mood or animal 
spirits. X 

When the! &ncy is bound by passion, I know no 
way to set the mind free and at liberty to prosecute 
what thoughts the man would make choice of but 
to allay the present passion, or counter«-balahce it 

^ with another, which is an art to be got by study, 
and acquaintance with the passions. 

Those who find themselves apt to be carried away 
with the spontaneous current of their own thoughts; 
not excited by any passion or interest, must be very 
wary and careful in all the instances of it to stop it, 
#nd never humour thdr minds^in being thus trifling'- 
ly busy* Men know the value of their corporal 

'Kbertyt and therefbre suffer not willingly fettefs and 
chains tobepnt^upon them. To have the mind 
captivated is^ foe the time, certainly the greater- 



y'Google 



erit of the two, and deserves oar utmost care and 
endeavours to preserve the freedom of our better 
part* And in this case our pains will not be k>6t.; 
striving and struggling wiD prevail, if we constant- . 
lyi in all such occasions, make use of it. We nuist 
never indulge these trivial attentions of thought; 
as soon as we find the mind makes itself a business 
of nothing, we should immediately diaturb aiad 
check it, introduce new and more serious consider- 
ations, and not leave until we have beaten It qS 
from the pursuit it was upon. This, at first, if we 
have let the contrary practice grow to an habit, will 
perhaps be difficult ; but constant endeavours will 
by degrees prevail, ^id at last make it easy. And 
when a man is pretty well advanced, and can com- 
mand his mind off at. pleasure from incidental and 
undesigned pursuits, it may not be amiss for him 
tct go on farther, and make attempts upon medita- 
tions of greater moment, that at the last he may 
have full power over his own mind,^and'be so fully 
master of his own thoughts, as to be able to transfer 
them from one subject to another, with the same 
ease that he can* lay by any thing he has ia his 
hand, and take/something else that he has a mind 
to in the room of it. This libeity of mind- is of 
great use both in business and study, and he that 
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has. got it will have no small advantage of ease and 
dispatch in all that is the chosen and useful employ^ 
jKient of his understanding. 

The third and last way which I mentioned the 
mind to be sometimes taken up with, I mean the 
chiming of «ome particalar words or sentence in 
the memory, and, as it were, making a noise in 
the heady and tlie like, seldom happens but when 
the mind is lazy, or very loosely and negligently 
employed. It were bette.r indeed be without such 
impertinent and useless repetitions. Any obvious 
idea, when it is roving causelessly at a venture^ 
being of more use and apter to suggest something 
worth consideration, than the insignificant buz of 
purely empty sounds. But since the rouzing of the 
mind, and setting the understanding on work with 
some degrees of vigour, does for the most part pre- 
sently set it free from these idle companions ; it may 
not be amiss whenisver we find ourselves troubled 
with them^ to make use of so profitable a remedy 
that is always ^t hand, 

THE END. 



Frinied hy J, Heming, High Street, Stourbridge. 
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